
Religious Studies ‘A’ level continues to be popular with Universities  

NATRE served the University of Oxford with a Freedom of Information request earlier this year and the response in February 2016 shows that RS A level continues to be 

popular with Universities. This evidence is contrary to the myth that only facilitating subjects give students the best chance of admission, irrespective of the course of study. 

NATRE released an explanation of the reason why this is a misinterpretation of the Russell Group publication, Informed Choices here 

 

In 2012, applicants to Oxford with A level Religious Studies made up 12.1% of those who were admitted to study English. This made the subject the 11th most popular 

subject. In 2015, RS moved up to 9th place with 11% of those admitted having secured an A level in the subject. 
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https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj9hPjt-pfLAhWH1xQKHRFUDOwQFgggMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.natre.org.uk%2Fuploads%2FFree%2520Resources%2FFacilitating%2520subjects%2520-%2520The%2520Myth!.pdf&usg=AFQjCNEAVXRGl4NAD4C6pP9bpDJ0IZ5Ghg


 

 
In 2012, applicants to Oxford with A level Religious Studies made up 18.1% of those who were admitted to study English. This made the subject the 7th 

most popular subject. In 2015, RS moved up to 6th place, overtaking French with more than 20% of those admitted having studied the A level. 
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In 2012, applicants to Oxford with A level Religious Studies made up 13.8% of those who were admitted to study History. This made the subject the 9th 
most popular subject. In 2015, RS moved up to 7th place, overtaking Economics and French with 13.5% of those admitted having studied the A level.  
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Percentage of students admitted to Oxford in 2015 to study History by A level subject 


