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Notes to Accompany Cross phase Download for Local Groups 

A New Settlement - Religion and Belief in Schools – September 2015 
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Background information 

This presentation can be used as part of a local group meeting and would be helpful for primary, 

middle, secondary or cross phase groups. It is intended to get people both discussing and thinking 

about RE in schools. 

Preparation 

Before the meeting we suggest you send out a link to the document to allow colleagues to read the 

document and the recommendations for each area. We have only dealt with recommendation 2-12 

as these directly relate to RE. 

Feedback 

We would love to hear what your group think.  

You could write a piece for the local groups newsletter or  

Contact us   

by email exec@natre.org.uk  

on Twitter: @natreupdate 

or on our Facebook page.   

Consider blogging your response as part of #BlogSyncRE. 
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Send the link to the document before the meeting. It is only short but your meeting will run more 

smoothly if colleagues have read the document 

http://tinyurl.com/q7x7pbz 
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Who are the authors? 

The Rt Hon Charles Clarke was Secretary of State for Education from 2002-2004, and is now a Visiting 

Professor in Politics and Faith Religion in the Department of Politics, Philosophy and Religion at 

Lancaster University. 

Linda Woodhead MBE DD is Professor of Sociology of Religion in the Department of Politics, 

Philosophy and Religion at Lancaster University. Between 2007 and 2013 she was Director of the 

£12m AHRC/ESRC Religion and Society research programme. She is now co-director of the Institute 

for Social Futures at Lancaster University. 
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The report makes 18 key recommendations: 

Act of Collective Worship 

(1) The current requirement in statute for an Act of Collective Worship should be abolished, and 

the decision about the form and character of school assemblies should be left to the 

governors of individual schools. Schools should be required to set out their statement and 

strategy for promoting Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education, with school 

community assemblies as an important part of that strategy, upon which they would be 

inspected by OFSTED. The government should provide non-statutory guidance to help 

achieve this. 

Curriculum 

(2) Consideration be given to using the phrase ‘Religious and Moral Education’ rather than ‘Religious 

Education’ in describing this part of the statutory curriculum. 

(3) The Religious Education syllabus in county and voluntary controlled schools should no longer be 

set by a system of agreed local syllabuses, but by an agreed national syllabus which would have a 

similar legal status to the requirements of other subjects in the National Curriculum. 

(4) The nationally-agreed syllabus would be determined by the Secretary of State in agreement with 

a newly created ‘National Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (NASACRE)’ comprising 

experts on religion and education, and after formal consultation and input from the relevant 

established professional bodies and representatives of religions, humanism and other belief 

systems. This nationally-agreed syllabus should be reviewed every 5/7 years. 

(5) The government discusses with the faith school providers, including academies and free schools, 

the merits of voluntary-aided and foundation faith schools adopting this nationally-agreed syllabus 

and, on the basis of such discussions, considers legislating to require all maintained schools to adopt 

this syllabus. 

(6) The government also discusses with faith school providers including academies and free schools, 

the importance of making a distinction within schools between religious instruction, formation and 

education, including agreement that religious instruction (even of a kind which does not include 

coercion, or distortion of other religions or beliefs) does not take place within the school day. 

(7) In addition, the government discusses with independent schools whether they should adopt this 

nationally-agreed syllabus and, on the basis of such discussions, considers legislating to require all 

schools to adopt this syllabus. 

(8) If these changes are agreed, the right of parents to withdraw their children from the Religious 

Education part of the curriculum should be abolished. 

(9) The legal requirement for Religious Education at Key Stage 5, after the age of 16, should be 

removed and that, within the context of a general reform of the curriculum at Key Stage 4, 
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consideration should be given to modifying the legal requirement for Religious Education to a wider 

study of religious, spiritual, moral, ethical, social, and cultural values. 

(10) All faith schools, and possibly all schools in receipt of state funding, clearly advertise and explain 

the kind of religious (or non-religious) ethos and formation which they offer, so that prospective 

parents and pupils can make informed choices. 

(11) The local Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education (SACREs) are given a new role which 

includes participating in the consultations about the content of the national RE curriculum, helping 

local implementation of the national RE syllabus, promoting community cohesion and educating for 

diversity, and advising on local availability of religious instruction. 

(12) An important, though not the only, way to promote community cohesion and to counter 

radicalization across the school system is to make the kinds of curriculum change which we are 

proposing. OFSTED should re-establish a strong inspection system to ensure that all schools, faith or 

not, properly fulfil their duty to promote community cohesion 

Faith Schools 

(13) Children of families of faith should where possible be able to attend schools of that faith, and 

that their current right to be given priority in the admissions process should not be removed. 

(14) The churches need to make strong and continued progress in addressing the very real concerns 

about fairness, and that changes to the current legal position should be considered as an urgent 

matter if faith bodies fail to make progress in the directions which they have set for themselves. We 

believe that there are legitimate concerns about using regular attendance at worship as a selection 

criterion and we recommend that this criterion be kept under review. 

(15) Further effort be given to developing alternative proposals for fairer admissions procedures to 

faith schools, procedures which balance the rights of families of faith to have their children educated 

in that faith with other considerations of fairness to others and serving the whole local community. 

(16) The ability of faith schools to retain their own inspection process for the content of collective 

worship and religious formation should be reconsidered within the context of the overall changes 

we propose. 

(17) The inspection regime for independent schools continue to be steadily tightened in the context 

of the curricular changes we propose. 

(18) The current arrangements which enable faith schools to discriminate in their employment are 

kept under review, given legitimate concerns about their necessity and their effects. 
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Feedback 

The NATRE Executive will also be giving further consideration to A New Settlement - Religion and 

Belief in Schools over the coming months.  We would love to hear from you following your 

discussions so that your thoughts can feed into our discussions. 

Do get in touch with us with your thoughts via @natreupdate, exec@natre.org.uk, or on our 

Facebook page.   

mailto:exec@natre.org.uk
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Why not consider blogging your response as part of #BlogSyncRE. 
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Coverage 

A list of news reports can be accessed below, or here:  

 

https://sites.google.com/site/blogsyncre/blogsyncre-special 

 

www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jun/14/guardian-view-on-religious-education-in-

schools 

www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/jun/15/scrap-compulsory-worship-in-schools-former-

education-secretary-charles-clarke  

www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/education/article4469999.ece 

www.express.co.uk/news/uk/584515/Schools-end-morning-prayer-Charles-Clarke 

http://home.bt.com/lifestyle/family/scrap-school-worship-rule-says-charles-clarke-11363986723596 

www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/schools-told-to-end-religious-instruction-

and-teach-morality-instead-10319326.html 

www.ft.com/cms/s/0/a501c5da-112a-11e5-9bf8-00144feabdc0.html#axzz3d7gC6CMu 

www.edp24.co.uk/news/charles_clarke_scrap_religious_worship_rule_in_schools_1_4112071 

www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-33094305 

www.christiantoday.com/article/abolish.religious.assemblies.in.schools.says.new.report/56234.htm 

www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/11674820/Its-time-to-end-compulsory-daily-

worship-in-schools-says-Clarke.html 
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Blogs 

You can find a full list of blogs here: https://sites.google.com/site/blogsyncre/blogsyncre-special 
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Discuss each recommendation using the prompts provided and through open discussion.  

Take notes so you are able to give some feedback 
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We are waiting to hear your views and ideas so we can represent the views of as many teachers as 

possible. 
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