
75 
 Big ideas:  
thinking from  
inside a faith

90 
  Can you see 
Jesus in other 
people?

Editorial
3  What size of question would 

you like?  
Lat Blaylock

Opinion
6  Human rights and gay cake 

Peter Tatchell

8  Big question: can you find the 
God within? 
Professor Russell Stannard

10  Introduction to Shi'a beliefs 
and practices for GCSE RS 
Dr Chris Hewer

12  Big ideas, big questions: 
what does this mean in RE? 
From Hans Kung’s writings

For the classroom
14  Little people, big questions: 

Ten techniques to get your 
primary pupils thinking 
harder (5–11) 
Kate Christopher and  
Julia Diamond-Conway

16  The biggest question (4–11) 
Julie Grove

18  The 'big ideas' RE classroom: 
20 suggestions (4–7) 
RE Today editorial team

20  Big questions about death and 
dying (4–9) 
Fiona Moss

22  Can we use outdoor RE to 
enable deep thinking  
about key concepts? (5–11) 
Lisa Holland

24  Thinking about Easter: using 
some artefacts (5–11) 
RE Today editorial team

26  Transforming dialogue about 
religion and belief (7–14) 
Ulrike Hunt and Vicky Cooke

28  Can you write your own holy 
book? Of course not, but you 
can learn from trying (7–14) 
Sophie Smith 

30  Big question: what is prayer 
like? (7–14) 
Lat Blaylock

32  When I was young ... (7–14) 
Laura George

34  A history of the big idea  
of atheism (11–16)  
Kate Christopher

36  Opposites and similars: 
a 14-word thinking skills 
structure for assessing 
conceptual clarity in  
RE (11–16)  
Lat Blaylock

38  The only world you know is 
your world - but can you be 
open enough to see another 
world? (14–19) 
Chris Boxley

40  Ten tips for successful 
extended writing for GCSE 
Religious Studies (14–16) 
Angela Hill

Editor
Lat Blaylock
lat@retoday.org.uk

Publications Manager
Nick Clarke

Editorial Assistant
Beth Sirl

Editorial Team
Lizzie McWhirter (Events)
Kate Christopher
Julie Grove
Chris Boxley 
Ed Pawson

Advertising
advertising@retoday.org.uk

Publishing dates
Published three times a year, in 
September, January and May

Published by
Christian Education 
Publications

The annual subscription, 
including postage, is £34.00.  
For details of other RE Today 
subscription and NATRE 
membership packages, please 
call 0121 458 3313 or email 
admin@retoday.org.uk

RE Today Services
5–6 Imperial Court
12 Sovereign Road
Birmingham
B30 3FH
www.retoday.org.uk

Editorial and  
advertising policy 
Articles in REtoday will 
reflect a variety of viewpoints 
and should not be taken 
as statements of RE Today 
Services policy.

Advertisements in REtoday and 
advertising material inserted 
into RE Today mailings may 
not reflect the entire range of 
goods and services offered to 
RE teachers, and the presence of 
such advertising material does 
not imply endorsement of the 
product by RE Today Services.

Design and layout
www.epls.design

Environmentally friendly print.
Printed using vegetable inks and 
sustainably sourced paper.

Instant RE
42  Where is God?  

A Sikh story 
RE Today editorial team

44  Storystack: a resource 
using upside-down cups 
for children to tell Bible 
stories 
Sue Clutterham

Professional 
REflection
48  The ‘thinking 

community of RE’ 
Geoff Teece

49  The Country of the 
Blind: knowledge, 
knower and knowing 
(part 1) 
Helen C. John and  
Rob Freathy

54  BRE as personal 
development in a 
digital age 
Caitlyn Wilson

58  Encounters, 
engagement and 
experience: making RE 
real for 4–11s 
Chris Selway

62  What change in vision 
has there been between 
old and new GCSE 
specifications? 
Joe Eden

68  Research update 
Rachael Jackson-Royal

70  Reviews  
Janet Dyson

73  Tales from school: a 
foot in the mouth 
Bill Gent

For the 
staffroom
75  Big ideas: thinking from 

inside a faith

8o  Pupil premium funds: 
ideas for RE 
Amanda McKenzie

82  Handling non-religious 
worldviews in the 
classroom 
Stephen Pett

Frontline:  
NATRE news
84  NATRE news

Events and 
resources
86 Events 

The big picture
90  Can you see Jesus in 

other people?  
Theresa Borg

The last word
93  Shredded Wheat,  

funny zebras and  
Greek earthquakes 
Bill Gent

Contents Next term’s theme: ‘Animals and religions’ 
Every faith community has lots to say about how we live alongside the ‘animal kingdom’. And many children love 
animals and express their spirituality through the   care for cats, dogs, budges and hamsters. In this issue we will explore 
big ideas about the nature of life, what we may eat, whether animals have souls and why the ‘tiger, tiger, burning bright’ 
might or might not be evidence of God’s creativity. Got a good idea on this theme? Contact the editor straight away.

Big ideas, big questions

4

62 
 What change in vision has 
there been between old and 
new GCSE specifications?

49 
 The Country 
of the Blind

10 
Introduction to 
Shi'a beliefs and 
practices

20 
 Big questions  
about death  
and dying

42 
Where is God?  
A Sikh story

Contents

8
Can you find  
the God within? 

86 
Events and 
resources

34 
 A history of  
the big idea  
of atheism

36 
 Opposites  
and similars

Cover image 
Peter Tatchell  
Photo credit: Matt Duckett/
IMAGESLIVE/ZUMA Wire/ 
Alamy Live News


