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What has NATRE been up to? 
 
Below is a list of just some of the activities that NATRE has been involved with, including 
meeting with MPs, running student events and media appearances. 
 

July 
 

Parliamentary Recruitment Luncheon 
 
Working as part of the RE Policy Unit, 
NATRE representatives talked with 
MPs and other officials in parliament 
to discuss issues relating to the crisis in 
recruitment to teacher training.  MPs 
Liz Twist, Stephen Timms and Simon 
Hoare attended, as did Stephen 
Furlong, an official in Nick Gibb’s 
office.  As a result, parliamentary 
questions have been asked by MPs so 
that Ministers have the chance to talk 
on the record about the importance of 
RE. 
 
 

Student RE debate in parliament 
 
NATRE helped to stage an opportunity for 80 students from across the country to hold 
debates in parliament on the role of RE in schools.  MPs and other officials were able to see 
first-hand what excellent RE can produce with some superb debating seen from the 
participating students. 
 

Meeting at number 10 
 
Meeting at number 10 Downing Street with the Prime 
Minister’s Special Adviser on Religion and Belief, 
Jonathan Helliwell. With RE Today CEO Zoe Keens and 
Deborah Weston, Research Officer for NATRE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2 
 

A New Settlement: Religion and Belief in schools 
 
Representatives of NATRE attended the launch of A New 
Settlement: Religion and Belief in schools, a report written by 
Professor Linda Woodhead and former Home and Education 
Secretary, Charles Clarke. 
Such events are an excellent opportunity to hold discussions 
with key policy makers, and those that NATRE were able to 
speak to here include Baroness Warsi, Stephen Timms MP 
and Amanda Spielman of Ofsted. 
www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/a-new-settlement-
revised-religion-and-belief-in-schools/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
August 

 
In the media 
 

 
Press release from NATRE about the fall in the number of A level entries 
https://www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/religious-studies-a-level-entries-decline-by-22-
8-as-the-subject-is-squeezed-out-of-the-curriculum/ 
 

Ben Wood interviewed on BBC Radio 4 Sunday programme and BBC Radio Lancashire about 
the decline in the number of A level RS entries 

Press release from NATRE about the fall in the number of GCSE entries 
https://www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/falling-numbers-of-religious-studies-gcse-
entries-suggests-schools-struggling-to-meet-legal-obligations-1/ 
 

Press release from NATRE in conjunction with sister organisations from Drama, Art, DT and 
Citizenship about the impact of the EBacc on these subjects 
 
https://www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/warning-of-factory-farmed-kids-as-curriculum-
narrows-with-ebacc/ 
 

 
September 
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NATRE publishes outcome of a meeting with Esther Zarifi of AQA, using feedback from 
teachers on the new GCSE and A level examinations 
https://www.natre.org.uk/uploads/Free%20Resources/Feedback%20to%20AQA%20on%20th
e%20GCSE%20(3)%20(2).pdf 
 

NATRE publishes report analysing School Workforce Data from the DfE about the teaching of 
RE in secondary schools 
https://www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/natre-report-on-the-provision-for-re-2018/ 
 

NATRE responds to the release of the Commission on RE report  
https://www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/extended-natre-response-to-the-commission-
report/ 
 

Ben Wood appears on BBC Breakfast TV to talk about modern RE and the Commission on RE 
report 

 
 

Representatives of NATRE attend launch of Commission on RE report at Westminster 
 

 
 

Party conferences 
 
Representatives of NATRE, as part of the RE Policy Unit, attend the Labour Party Conference 
in Liverpool and the Conservative Party Conference in Birmingham, to lobby MPs, Councillors 
and other officials about the importance of RE in all schools.  The voice of practicing teachers 
such as Joanne Harris, Naomi Anstice and Ben Wood carries weight in explaining what good 

https://www.natre.org.uk/uploads/Free%20Resources/Feedback%20to%20AQA%20on%20the%20GCSE%20(3)%20(2).pdf
https://www.natre.org.uk/uploads/Free%20Resources/Feedback%20to%20AQA%20on%20the%20GCSE%20(3)%20(2).pdf
https://www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/natre-report-on-the-provision-for-re-2018/
https://www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/extended-natre-response-to-the-commission-report/
https://www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/extended-natre-response-to-the-commission-report/
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RE looks like and what needs to be done to ensure that more students get the kind of RE they 
deserve. 
 

Working with MPs 
 
Working with MPs to ask written questions of Ministers is an important part of NATRE’s 
lobbying work.  This example is from William Wragg MP and asks about the training of 
primary teachers: 
 

 
 
 

 


