
What is ‘Excellent RE’? 

 

You will hear lots from my pupils in the next six minutes and here is the first 

quote…‘RE is about deep learning and finding out about the beliefs of other 

people.  We are able to challenge ourselves to go deeper with our learning 

because we have a specialist teacher who knows about what she is teaching’. 

(Year 5 pupil) 

 

When I tell people that I am a Primary RE teacher they often think that all I 

teach is Christianity.  RE to me is so much more than this, it is about teaching a 

wide range of religions and worldviews so that our young people are equipped 

to enter our diverse and ever changing world. 

 

One child once defined bad RE as ‘only learning about the same religion over 

and over again, this is boring for us the pupils’.  Whereas one defined good RE 

as ‘learning about a range of religions and being able to ask your teacher deep 

questions that they can answer’. 

 

When I sat down to think about how to explain ‘Excellent RE’ to you all, I have 

to be honest and say that I wasn’t sure where I should start. 

 

For me RE is: 

• Broad: as a child said ‘there is so much to learn about what other people 

believe’. 

• Deep knowledge – one child once asked me ‘When Moses led God’s 

people out of Egypt, did he choose to go or did God just make him?’ I 

asked him what he thought and he said ‘If God is omnipotent and 

omnipresent then I think he gave Moses the choice but he always knew 

that Moses would say yes’. – Not bad for a 9 year old! 

• Understanding – Last week in Year 3 children talked about the Hindu 

Mandir and Murtis, they worked in groups to build a definition of how 

Hindus see the Murtis and how they are used in the Mandir. 



• Enquiry – One child once told me that ‘RE is the only subject when 

people answer a question with a question, it makes me go deeper with 

my learning’. 

• Discussion – Not being afraid to talk about the big issues, last year a 

Muslim boy in my class wanted to talk about his perception of the lack of 

respect that Muslim woman get in society.  This led to an art project 

based on sharing the views of Muslim woman with the local community. 

• Debate – This week my Year 4’s have been talking about Zakah and 

debating the statement ‘it is better to give than receive’. 

• Creativity – This week my Year 2’s will be unpicking the meaning of 

Psalm 8 and creating abstract art to tell the story of the Psalm based on 

the work of a Jewish Rabbi. 

Instead of hearing from me and what my views are, I would like you to hear 

from one of my pupils.  For the purpose for this discussion, we will refer to him 

as James.  His voice speaks loudly about what RE has been for him, what it is 

now and what he hopes it to be in the future. 

 

‘My name is James, I moved schools when I was in Year 3.  I hadn’t had much 

experience of RE and most of my teachers in my previous school hadn’t given 

me the opportunity to do much else other than English and Maths.  I struggle 

with English and writing things down just makes my learning harder.  I’d heard 

about a subject called RE in my last school and sometimes we even did it!  

Most of the time, it would be a lesson where the teacher read a story that they 

didn’t know much about.  When I moved to my new school, I found myself in 

an RE class, I didn’t know what to expect.  I learnt that RE was about talking, 

questioning, researching and finding out things about other people in a safe 

space.  My teacher recognised that although I found writing hard, my ability to 

retain information, to debate, to think deeply and be respectful meant that I 

was good at RE.  Every week I look forward to my RE lessons, I’m able to share 

what I know and my teacher challenges me to think deeply, she has a deep 

level of subject knowledge which means that I can ask her questions without 

her shutting down our discussions.  Now I am in Year 6 I love revisiting and 

building on my knowledge using key vocabulary’. 

 



My pupils and I have told you about excellent RE but the problem is that this 

does not happen in all schools, like the school that James hinted at.  How can 

pupils receive excellent RE when we know that nearly half of trainee primary 

teachers had between 0 and 3 hours of training?  If all teachers were members 

of the RE subject association NATRE they, like me would get excellent 

resources to support subject knowledge, teaching and learning. 

 

James agrees that excellent RE should be for all.  For the last two years the 

Commission on RE has been thinking about what excellent RE should be and 

they heard from James.  He said: 

 

‘I want everyone to have the opportunity to learn about other religions and 

non-religious worldviews, to debate, to share their knowledge in written form 

but also through the arts.  I am glad to see that the Commission on RE has 

recommended better training for teachers and an entitlement which will make 

sure that we all get the same high quality RE’. 
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Please note that due to a very recent move of job some quotes have been taken from my previous 

school, St Matthews C of E Primary and Nursery Academy, 1 Peregrine Road, Plymouth, PL6 5FN. 


