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What happened in the 
war, 100 years ago?  
 
What can we learn 
about war and peace? 
 
YEAR GROUP: 2 
 

 

 
This role of honour, from a church in Holyhead, Anglesey, is 

typical of thousands. To prevent us forgetting, it lists in 
nine columns of over 20 names in each the two hundred 

men from the parish who died in the war. 
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What happened in the war 100 years ago?  
What can we learn about war and peace?  
YEAR GROUP: 2 and 3 – for pupils aged 6-8 
 

About this unit: 
This special planned unit of RE is for teachers in Year 2 or Year 3 (the unit will work in 
either year group or for mixed age 6-8 classes). It provides lots of well planned learning 
ideas, ready to use, to enable pupils to explore RE questions in relation to the Great War 
/ First World War. Stories, creative work, Bible verses, symbols and activities combine 
to build understanding and empathy. The RE work is closely linked to work in History, 
English and the arts.  
 
There is a focus on helping young learners to think of their own ideas about peace and 
conflict, and on the practice of peace making.  

  

RE Aims 
 To know about some stories of the First World War and think about how sad and 

bad wars can be. To think about peace and how peace can be made. 
 To express thoughts and ideas about war and peace, linking them to ideas from 

Christianity and considering why it is important to remember those who died in 
the war 100 years ago. 

 To gain and deploy skills: thinking deeply, asking questions, responding 
sensitively to images and stories, suggesting meanings. 

 
Where this unit fits in: 
We hope these units will be used annually from 2014-2018. Church schools in the Diocese 
of West Yorkshire and the Dales are the first users, and this explains the concentration 
on Christian scripture, but any school is welcome to use this work in RE, linking to 
history.  
This unit will help teachers to build high quality RE by providing them with well worked 
examples of RE learning from the First World War. Pupils will be enabled to explore 
examples of Christian responses to the war, and ideas about peace and peace making. 
 

Estimated teaching time for this unit: 8 hours. It is recognised that this unit may 
provide more teaching ideas than a class will cover in 8 hours. Teachers are invited to 
plan their own use of some of the learning ideas below, ensuring depth of learning 
rather than rushing to cover everything. 
 

Developing attitudes in RE.  Pupils will explore attitudes of: 
 Self awareness by noticing our own history and thinking about how it makes a difference 

to us; 
 Respect for all by developing a sense of gratitude to people who make sacrifices for 

others; 
 Open mindedness by finding out new ideas and discussing big questions about war and 

peace thoughtfully; 
 Appreciation and wonder through responding imaginatively to moving stories of war and 

peace. 
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Vocabulary 
+ concepts 

Resources 

In this unit, 
pupils will 
have an 
opportunity 
to use words 
and phrases 
related to: 
 
Heroes 
 
Conflict 
Peace 
Bible 
Courage 
Peace 
making 
 

Web: Resources include: 
HOPE resources  
http://www.hopetogether.org.uk/Group/Group.aspx?ID=203992#.VAhn_flT6knfree   
16-page guide for local churches commemorating the centenary 
replica of a 1914 John's Gospel to give away from SGM Lifewords 
Greater Love DVD pack from CVM to use at commemorative events 
Hear My Cry - an illustrated collection of Psalms, poetry, prayers and hymns for 
individual and community reflection from Bible Society 
The BBC’s clip bank is a major source for short RE films that can be accessed 
online and shown free: http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips   
The website of the Royal British Legion http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/  
 
The BBC also offers lots of information and material on its main religion site: 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion  
Good quality information and learning ideas on Christianity, including on peace: 
www.request.org.uk/infants/ 
The websites of REToday and NATRE are useful places for pupils and teachers to 
see examples of work. www.retoday.org.ukwww.natre.org.uk/spiritedarts 
The National Association of Teachers of RE (NATRE) has two excellent web 
starting points for these issues: www.natre.org.uk/spiritedarts enables pupils to 
view and judge numerous works of pupil art on key Biblical stories and spiritual 
ideas from young people.  
Try www.reonline.org.uk for a good general gateway to RE materials. 

 
Contributions to spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils: 
 Opportunities for spiritual development come from thinking about ideas such as self sacrifice, 

duty, love and honour, and from considering the words of some holy scriptures. 
 Opportunities for moral development come from considering the values and virtues shown in 

heroic stories from the Great War, and in considering examples of the evils of war and the power 
of peace. 

 Opportunities for social development come from working in teams, thinking about social issues in 
relation to war and peace 

 Opportunities for cultural development come from thinking through issues about what it means 
to belong to a nation and to belong to one world, and from looking at examples from around the 
world. 

 

 
 
  

http://www.hopetogether.org.uk/Group/Group.aspx?ID=203992#.UzwZ9mZwYdX
http://www.hopetogether.org.uk/Group/Group.aspx?ID=203992#.VAhn_flT6knfree
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion
http://www.request.org.uk/infants/
http://www.natre.org.uk/spiritedarts
http://www.reonline.org.uk/
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EXPECTATIONS: These are expressed in terms of the levels, still relevant to RE even though not a 
legal requirement. At the end of this unit 
Pupils working at level 1 will be 
able to: 
Identify some examples of stories 
from World War 1 and list some 
things that are bad or sad about war 
(AT1) 
Identify some ways of remembering 
the Great War (L1) 
Talk about ideas an feelings which 
arise from remembering the war 
and finding out about stories from 
the war (AT2) 

Pupils working at level 2 will be 
able to: 
Retell some stories from WW1(AT1) 
Identify some things they value 
about peace 
Suggest meanings in some ways of 
remembering the war and those who 
died in it (AT2) 
Respond sensitively to ideas, stories 
and information about war and 
peace (AT2) 

Pupils working at level 3 will be 
able to: 
Describe some examples of the 
teaching of the Bible about peace 
and war (AT1). 
Make links between stories, ideas 
and examples from the war and 
their own thoughts and ideas about 
peace (AT2). 

Assessment suggestion 
 
A formal assessment of each pupils is neither required nor desirable for every RE unit. Continuing 
use of assessment for learning methods is best.  
Teachers can assess this work by setting a learning task towards the end of the unit. The task aims 
to elicit engaged and reflective responses to the material studied throughout the unit across the 
ability range.  
 
Poppies display: evidence of thinking and achievement 
Arrange for all pupils to contribute thoughtfully to making a poppies display, a remembrance for 
the war. They can each make several poppies of different sizes. All of the poppies will have 
messages on them which are important to remember. These messages might use these prompts 
(provide them on strips of paper to complete): 

 To the people who gave up their lives, I would say… 

 If I met someone whose ancestor died in the war, I would say… 

 A true hero is… 

 My prayer for peace is: 

 Peace matters because… 

 War is wrong because… 

 I will make peace stronger by… 

 God would be sad about the war because… 
 
G&T: To extend this work, ask pupils to use some of the learning activities and strategies in the 8-
11s unit of work that goes with this one, from the Diocese of West Yorkshire and the Dales. 
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Why are there wars? 
Does God care when 

people die? 
How can we make 

peace? 

 
Learning Objectives Teaching and learning: practical activities Learning outcomes Points to note 

What can we learn about the Great War of 1914-18, the First World War? 
Pupils will raise 
questions and think 
about answers to 
do with the history 
and meaning of the 
First World War, 
100 years ago. 
 
They will learn 
about the symbol 
of the Poppy and 
the importance of 
Remembrance Day 
 
They will think 
about the 
question: why do 
we learn about and 
remember things 
that happened 100 
years ago? 

Learning about the first world war, 100 years ago: What do we want to know? 
 Print a copy of the picture in the box on the right onto the centre of large 

sheets of paper, and ask pupils in threes to use the key words of enquiry: 
what, when, where, how, why, what if...’ to ask some questions about the 
Poppy enamel brooch. Can they come up with 5-10 questions? Put the image 
on the whiteboard too. 

 When they have done this, collect the paper, and tell the pupils that 100 
years ago the First World War began. Millions of people fought in the war, and 
the biggest battlefields were in north Europe, where poppies grow. After the 
war, the red poppy became a symbol, of remembrance. In Britain, we have a 
special day to remember people who have died in wars, including WW1 – it is 
the Sunday closest to the 11th November. For many people this is a day to 
pray for peace and to remember the sacrifice of those who have died in wars. 
Add as much detail as you wish to this bare outline – you could show pupils 
the British Legion’s website for example. 

 Give out the question sheets the groups of pupils worked on, each one to a 
different group. Ask the children to try and suggest answers to the questions 
the other group asked, and write them onto the sheet. Have a plenary time 
where some of the questions and answers are shared. 

 Tell pupils that we are going to do seven RE lessons about WW1. They will 
learn to think about big questions, not just learning stories but thinking about 
how prayer and the Bible helped some people in the war, and whether prayer 
and the Bible can be helpful today as well. They will think 
about what it is important to 
remember- and why. Ask each 
group to suggest the two best 
questions they can for our 
work, and collect these. 
Write or type them into 
think bubbles, print them 
onto card and display 
them in the classroom 
while this unit of work is 
being studied. The intention is to 
enable pupils to openly ask about some difficult topics and pursue some 
answers in a low key way. Note: teachers should nudge the class towards the 
bigger and deeper questions!    

I can: 
 Identify a symbol for 

remembering (L1) 
 Recall and describe 

simple facts about 
World War 1 (L2). 

 Respond sensitively to 
the symbol of the 
Poppy and the idea of 
remembrance by asking 
questions and saying 
what I think (L2). 

http://www.britishle
gion.org.uk/  
The website of the 
Royal British Legion 
and many examples of 
their charitable work 
and promotional 
goods can be found 
there.  

 
This enamel Poppy brooch has been created by the 
Royal British Legion to mark the centenary of the 
start of WW1. It costs £20, with profits supporting 

the British Legion’s charity work. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
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Learning Objectives Teaching and learning: practical activities Learning outcomes Points to note 

How could the Bible help a soldier? 
Pupils will learn 
about the work of 
the Scripture Gift 
Mission in providing 
copies of the Bible 
for soldiers and 
other servicemen in 
WW1.  
 
They will consider 
why the Bible might 
have been 
comforting and 
supportive to the 
soldiers. 
 
They will think 
about some Bible 
verses and decide if 
they would be 
comforting to 
soldiers in the War 
 

Why were all soldiers given a little brown book? 

 If you can, begin by showing pupils a dozen different Bibles – story books, leather 
bound, Youth and Children’s Bibles etc. Who is each one for? Why so varied? Show 
pupils a copy of the Gospel according to St John, like the one pictured, as given to 
all soldiers in WW1. Ask them what they think they are looking at. Can they ask 
some good questions about it? 

 Tell pupils that there are four words that might help them explain why these little 
brown books were given out: something to do with prayer, comfort, bravery and 
friendliness. How might the gospel help soldiers with these things? 

 Would pupils like to have a little gospel like this themselves? Why? 

 If they had two, then who would they give the spare one to? Why? 

 Tell them about the charity ‘the Gideons’, who put free Bibles in hotels, hospitals 
prisons – and schools. Why might this be a good idea? 

Choosing a favourite verse of comfort from the Gospel: would it help soldiers to 
know this verse? 

 Ask pupils to imagine all the horrid things about living in trenches as a soldier: 
pairs make a list: danger from enemies, bad food, mud, cold, flies, dead bodies, 
horrible smells, missing people at home, feeling unsafe, losing friends, never 
getting dry, being cold… The list could be an alphabet: can they do an A-Z of 
problems for the soldiers? Collect all the answers around the class. 

 Next, give pupils a quote sheet of 6 things Saint John’s Gospel has to say. Can they 
suggest how these sayings might have helped a soldier to cope with some of the 
problems of their list? Here are 6 possible quotes. Put them on flashcards, and get 
pupils to work with them. 

 Jesus said: “Peace I give to you, my peace I leave with you.” 

 Jesus said: “Do not be worried or upset. Believe in God and believe also in 
me.” 

 Jesus said ‘I am the bread of life”.  

 Jesus said ‘I am the living water. Whoever comes to me will never thirst.” 

 Jesus said: ‘Love one another as I have loved you.” 

 Jesus said ‘Greater love has no one than this that a person lays down their life 
for their friends.” 

Simple prayers: write your own  

 Ask pupils to take one of the problems on the list, and one of the Bible quotes, and 
use them in a simple prayer (or reflection) that a soldier might have said in tough 
times. Agree as you start whether the prayers will be shared with others, or kept 
private. 

I can: 
 Tell the story of 

soldiers being given 
Bibles to carry (L1) 

 Recall and suggest a 
meaning for the gift of 
the Gospel to all 
soldiers (L2). 

 Respond sensitively to 
the task of choosing 
Bible verses for 
different purposes (L2). 

You can obtain 
a copy – or a 
number of 
copies – from 
SGM. A 
donation would 
be appropriate! 
www.sgmlifewo
rds.com/  

 

http://www.sgmlifewords.com/
http://www.sgmlifewords.com/
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Learning Objectives Teaching and learning: practical activities Learning outcomes Points to note 

Why do people say peace is more valuable than any money? 
To understand more 
deeply that peace is 
valued by people from 
different religions or no 
religion, but peace is 
not always easy to 
build. 
 
To deepen their 
understanding of the 
impact of values on life 
 
To consider what they 
think is more precious 
than gold, more 
valuable than any 
money: a values 
question. 

Exploring the value of peace: the peace tree. 
 Teach pupils that peace is not just ‘no war’. It is about living well together, 

and about our own feelings and ideas. Ask: is peace priceless? 
 Ask them to think about someone they know who is a peacemaker - take turns 

to name the person and say why.  Make a 'peace tree’ Pupils write their ideas 
on light green leaves: “To make peace in the world I will… We all should… 
Nobody ought to…” They write or draw the peace making people they thought 
of onto dark green leaves. Assemble a peace tree, in the school entrance hall. 

 Invite a visitor: a speaker from a charity to talk about how they bring 'peace' 
to others, the symbol of their organisation, the work they do and why (e.g.  
NSPCC, NCH Action for Children, The Salvation Army, OXFAM, Christian Aid). 
Ask the speaker about how religious and non-religious people can co-operate 
for peace. 

 A simple alternative to this is to ask staff in school to tell children about their 
favourite charity and how it makes peace. Work with a collection of symbols 
from various organisations and discuss what they mean - make your own 
symbol for an organisation that works for peace (could you use doves, flames, 
leaves, rivers, flowers, hands, feet or other symbols? Why?) 

 Plan and present a school assembly / celebration on the theme of peace using 
symbols, songs, dance, music, art, readings studied / written in other lessons 
above. 

 Pupils write their own peace meditation / prayer / song using a famous prayer 
/ song / poem as a model or frame (e.g. 'Make me a Channel of Your Peace’ / 
‘The Lord is My Shepherd’ / Give Peace a Chance / a Christmas carol, Ebony 
and Ivory).  Use this literacy task to explore non-fiction writing skills and 
adjective vocabulary.  

 What do children think is more valuable than any money? 
Collect the work together in a class book, celebrating the value of peace, and 
the pupils’ achievements in RE. 

L2 
I can respond 
thoughtfully to the 
ideas of making peace 
and peace makers 
 
L3 
I can describe some 
ways people try to 
increase peace  
 

 

Deepening conceptual 
learning: help pupils to 
see links between 
concepts, asking ‘can 
there be peace without 
freedom, or without 
justice?’ These hard 
ideas often emerge 
from pupils work when 
a ‘philosophy for 
children’ approach is 
used for RE. 

The Peace 
Tree collage 
is a very 
effective 
way to 
collect ideas. 
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Learning Objectives Teaching and learning: practical activities Learning outcomes Points to note 

Remembering: how do we do it and why does it matter? 
Pupils will 
express their own 
ideas about 
aspects of their 
learning from the 
First World War 
through 
discussing a wide 
range of answers 
to the question: 
How should we 
remember the 
war? 
 
They will work on 
a ‘big numbers’ 
task to learn 
about the scale of 
the WW1 battles. 

What is it important to remember about the First World War? 
 Remind the class of the lessons about the first world war they have done 

in RE. Teach them that the ‘Royal British Legion’ ask us all to remember 
the war on 11th November every year. Why was this day chosen? Because it 
was the time and date when the Armistice to end the war was signed.  

Maintaining the War Graves and Memorials: why does it matter? 
 After the war, huge war grave cemeteries were set up. Look at some 

photographs of these and try to estimate how many people’s graves can 
be seen. 

 Be sensitive with this one (it should not be gruesome or scary)! One way of 
getting the scale of the war is to take a big number such as the fact that 
19 000 British soldiers died in the battle of the Somme. Get each pupil in 
the class to draw 100 tiny crosses onto a piece of graph paper. A class of 
30 would then have drawn 3000 crosses. If they each did 6 pages, that 
would still be less people than those who died at the battle of the Somme. 
Imagine how sad that event was. And in the war, there were many 
battles. The lessons in this unit don’t try to be morbid, but they do try to 
be real. Think carefully about how you share these sad facts with this age 
group. 

What are the best reasons to remember the War? 
 Discuss these six alternatives, and ask pupils in pairs to put flashcards of 

the 6 ideas in their own ‘right order’. 
 To make sure we make peace, not war? 
 Because we won the war  
 Because so many people died? 
 Because the dead were young, and never had the chance to live their 

lives? 
 So that we never make the same mistake again? 
 To honour the courage and bravery of the soldiers? 

 Ask pupils to consider what letter they would write to the Government 
about why the war graves should be kept neat and displayed proudly, even 
100 years later. 

I can: 
 Identify a symbol for 

remembering (L1) 
 Recall and describe 

simple facts about World 
War 1 (L2). 

 Respond sensitively to 
the symbol of the Poppy 
and the idea of 
remembrance by asking 
questions and saying 
what I think (L2). 

There are hundreds of 
tours to the 
battlefields of 
Flanders and other 
parts of northern 
Europe, remembering 
WW1 and WW2. Can 
you invite someone 
who has been there to 
come and answer 
questions? Share 
photos? 

 
Ancre British War Cemetery, in Picardy, 
France: how many graves can you see here?  
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Learning Objectives Teaching and learning: practical activities Learning outcomes Points to note 

War Memorials: How do they show us our history? What would a ‘100 years’ memorial be like? 
 
Pupils will learn about the 
symbols and meanings of war 
memorials by looking at 
examples and creating a design 
of their own for a ‘100 years on’ 
war memorial. 

 
 

The Crigglestone War Memorial and the Acton Hall Colliery 
War Memorial 
 Acton Hall Colliery erected a war memorial to 880 men who left 

the colliery to fight in the war. Why did they make it look like 
this? 

 These two memorials are in some ways typical of all the villages 
and small towns of England. Here are the names, not to be 
forgotten, of twenty men from one small village who died. How 
many of the surnames do the pupils recognise? Do they know 
people with the same surnames? Might these people have 
common relatives? Is there anyone in your school with any of 
these surnames? 

 War memorials used symbols such as poppies, crosses, gold 
lettering, strong dark stone, pointing to the sky (a symbol of 
heaven?), a lamb, lamp, fountain, pair of gloves, gun, helmet, 
flowers.  

 Ask pupils to design a “100 years later” war memorial, using at 
least three of the symbols. They should discuss and draw their 
designs. Looking at a range of war memorials, in pictures but 
also locally by walking to see them is a very good preparation 
for this work. They can label the design with meanings and their 
own ideas. 

 Arrange a display of the war memorials the pupils design. You 
might invite a local dignitary to come and have a conversation 
about remembrance with the class. 
 

Visual learning from a war memorial 
User the visual learning sheet on the following page to get pupils 
thinking and talking. A local war memorial could be studied instead 
of this one of course. This photo comes from Holyhead, on 
Anglesey. There are nearly 200 names on it. The brass reflects the 
interior of the church in an interesting way. 

I can: 
 Identify and list some things you 

see on War Memorials, labelling 
some examples (L1) 

 Suggest meanings to different 
symbols used in war memorials 
(L2). 

 Make connections between the 
different ways the people who 
gave their lives are remembered 
(L3) 

 Ask good questions and say what 
I think in a group, contributing to 
a new War Memorial design (L3). 

Go and look 
at some War 
Memorials as 
a way of 
learning 
about them. 
While there, 
take a 
minute for 
silent 
reflection: 
you could 
read a poem. 
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Look at the picture: 
what can you see? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you work out 
how many names are 
on this war 
memorial? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
All these people died 
from one parish, a 
small town. 

Why do you think the war memorial is like this? Why is it brass? 
 
 

 

What can you see in the 
reflections? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Why do we have war 
memorials? Why are they 
important? 

What prayers might someone say when they look at this memorial? 
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Learning 
Objectives 

Teaching and learning: practical activities Learning outcomes Points to 
note 

What happened when Native American Braves came to kill white Christians one morning in 1775? 
Pupils will: 
 
Hear and retell a 
moving story of 
peace making 
 
Make simple links 
to the question: 
how can people 
make peace? 
 
Think about 
whether the 
Great War could 
have been 
stopped without 
so many people 
suffering 
 
Think about what 
it is most 
important to 
remember 

The story of Fierce Feathers 
 This true story, told in the accompanying resource, opens up questions 

about whether it takes two to fight, and whether being peaceful can 
stop war. 

 Ask children first to think about why there are wars (refer to relevant 
questions for lesson one above). 

 Tell the story, making it exciting and dramatic: some props in a story 
bag – you could use a sleeping bag - (Bible, arrow, axe, praying hands, 
bread, feather, small lego room) would be good. 

 Discuss the story using questions of wonder like these: what stories of 
native Americans and settlers do you know? What happened that Sunday 
morning? Why did the Braves want to kill the settlers? Why did they put 
their weapons down? Why did Robert choose his Bible verse? Did God 
protect the Quakers? Who is brave in this story? What would you have 
done? 

 Introduce the ‘class picture book’ project. Thirty two pictures are 
needed, to make either a gallery or a class book of the story. Everyone 
will need to help. Get pupils to discuss which sentence they will 
illustrate, and how: symbols and simple drawing is good. Colour, borders 
(feathers and arrows?), a class colour scheme, coloured paper and other 
artistic flourishes will make this great. 

 Every pupil creates one page for the Fierce Feathers Classbook. 

 Discussion: why are we doing this story when we are learning about the 
Great War? Are there other stories of peace making we know?  

 Freeze Framing and Thought Tapping: take 6 pictures from the set, and 
ask 6 small groups to freeze frame that scene, and then tap the children 
on the shoulder one by one to tell us their thoughts in role in that part 
of the story.  

Peace Symbols Display 

 To finish off, give pupils a card outline of either an arrow or a feather 
and ask them to write a peaceful sentence, a message of co-operation, 
on it. Make a classroom display of the different arrows and feathers. 

I can: 
 Identify a peace maker in a 

story (L1) 
 Retell a story of peace 

making (L2). 
 Respond sensitively to ideas 

about bravery and making 
peace (L2) 

 Make links between the story 
of Fierce Feathers and World 
War 1 (L3) 

 Ask questions and suggest 
answers from the story about 
what matters most (L3) 

Use the PDF 
resource ‘Fierce 
Feathers’ for 
this lesson. It 
gives the story 
in 32 sentences. 
You could use 
this as an 
English and a 
History lesson 
as well – but 
don’t lose sight 
of the great RE 
potential in it. 

 
Fierce 
feathers:  
This 
painting is 
only one 
way of 
seeing the 
story, so 
only show it 
to your 
pupils when 
they have 
already had 
time for 
their own 
imagination 
to work. 
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Learning Objectives Teaching and learning: practical activities Learning outcomes Points to note 

What messages of peace would we like to express in our World War One Remembrance? 
 
Pupils will think, 
talk and dramatise 
some reactions to 
the War in small 
groups 
 
They will consider 
big questions about 
peace imaginatively 
and thoughtfully 
 
They will work as 
part of a team to 
express their own 
ideas and thoughts 
about remembering 
those who sacrificed 
their lives in the 
Great War in a 
‘Poppies Display’. 

Shared talk, paired talk, drama talk: What shall we say? 

 It is often hard to know what to say if someone has been bereaved. Discuss why this 
happens. Might we get embarrassed? Might we be anxious about upsetting someone? 
This is drama role play activity: if you met the grandchildren of someone who died in 
the war, what might you say to them? What might they say to you to tell their story? 
If you could speak to an angel about the war, what would you ask? If you had to tell 
the prime minister how the war should be remembered what would you say? In 
threes, role play these situations one after another and share some of the good 
examples around the class. 

Many poppies: making a remembrance display 

 Tell pupils we are going to make a poppies display, a remembrance for the war. They 
can make several poppies of different sizes. All of the poppies will have messages on 
them which are important to remember. These messages might use these prompts 
(provide them on strips of paper to complete): 

 To the people who gave up their lives, I would say… 

 If I met someone whose ancestor died in the war, I would say… 

 A true hero is… 

 My prayer for peace is: 

 Peace matters because… 

 War is wrong because… 

 I will make peace stronger by… 

 God would be sad about the war because… 
When all the children have had time and opportunity to make three poppies at least, then 
appoint a small group to work on making the display really memorable and powerful Give 
them time (with your TA?) to create the display in ways that have high impact and value. 
An action to commit to peace: laying a wreath, sinking a tiny pebble. 

 Teach children that laying a wreath has become a tradition to show how to remember 
the dead, and the sacrifice they made. Show some photos, or a short film clip of 11th 
November Remembrance. 

 Suggest that with their display, there might be a way of taking time to remember 
those who gave their lives. Here is a simple suggestion: put a water tank or large tall 
vase at the front of the display, full of water. Invite everyone who looks at the 
display to write a message of peace or remembrance onto a small piece of paper or 
thin card, and float the message on the surface of the water. Then put a tiny pebble 
on the paper, so that it sinks. Watch until the message has gone deep into the water. 
Many lives sank in the war, but we ought to remember them. 

I can: 
 Identify a simple 

design for a 
remembrance poppy 
(L1) 

 Recall and respond 
to simple ideas 
about remembrance 
(L2). 

 Make links between 
the events of WW1, 
modern 
remembrance and 
my own ideas (L3) 

This is a good end 
of unit activity, 
and requires no 
test – but 
children will give 
evidence of 
achievement 
through their 
teamwork here if 
you wish to 
record their 
learning, it is 
possible. 

 
This lovely poppy display shows how the 
ideas in this lesson can look in action. 
From Holyhead Church, Anglesey, and 
local school. 
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