
Five Pillars of Islam
• This simple presentation supports the RE Today publication 

Questions: Muslims.

• It features examples of work about the Five Pillars of Islam 
and about worship at the mosque.

• The presentation is available as a web download to RE Today 
subscribers, for use in subscribing schools only. Any other use 
or copying is by written permission only.

This resource is © RE Today and is available to NATRE to share with its members.



Five Pillars of Muslim religion
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The Five Pillars of Islam
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Five Pillars:
Giving strength to the Muslim religion

Muslims try to follow their faith in five ways:

Every moment, they believe in Allah and his prophet 
[Belief]

Every day they pray five times [Salah, Prayer]

They give £1 for every £40 they have, to help those less 
fortunate [Zakat, ‘Charity’]

They fast for the month of Ramadan [Fasting]

They visit the holy city of Makkah on pilgrimage once in 
their lives if they can [Hajj, Pilgrimage]

On the next slide you will see ten quotes from young British Muslims, each 
one is about one of the Five Pillars. 

Which is which? How can you connect up the sayings in different pairs?© RE Today Services



The Five Pillars of Islam
• Believing in Allah
• Praying every day
• Giving to those less fortunate
• Fasting during Ramadan
• Visiting the holy city of Makkah

‘My Dad has been to Makkah. He 
says it’s important because all 

Muslims around the world come 
together, not interested in their 
colour, language or wealth, but 

united as brothers and sisters in their 
religion.’

‘When worshipping, think about 

who you are worshipping. Have 

faith in what you have been taught. 

Nobody is worthy of worship 
except Allah.’

‘This pillar makes me feel 

strength in my faith, and 

develops a united 
community.’

‘Insh'Allah I have been 
keeping the fast for seven 
years now. Ramadan is a 
month in which you and 

your Lord are very close.’

‘Prayer should help us to 

stop doing evil. It is 

something solemn, not a 

joke. It should make us feel 

close to Allah, just as if He is 
right there in front of us.’

‘Each year in Ramadan, I learn a 
new thing about myself, and I 
also get rid of at least one bad 
trait in myself. It teaches self 
control, which is very badly 
needed among us humans.’

‘The most important thing 
to me about pilgrimage is 
that the Holy Prophet has 

stood on the soil of 
Makkah.’

‘This pillar is a training 
programme in which I 

feel for the poor, plus I 
can try and help.’

‘We believe in only one God, 

who is Allah. And Muhammad 

[pbuh] is the last prophet. Being 

Muslims, we follow Muhammad 
[pbuh] and worship Allah.’

‘Giving is 
good.’
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Worshipping 
Allah at the 

mosque

A mosque is a house for prayer. Can you find out about a mosque 

near you? If you were an architect, what sort of mosque would you 

design for your town? Muslim practice at the mosque is connected to 

Muslim belief in many ways. Look at the next six slides and spot some 

connections between belief and practice. © RE Today Services



Amir (8) made this picture to show that he 

believes God is everywhere, and sees 

everything. What picture would you make to 

answer the question: ‘Where is God?’© RE Today Services



Rumena is 9. She made this 
picture of holy buildings. 
She says: 

‘Where is God? Many 
people search for God or 
faith in life. Most people 
find God in their places of 
worship. For me and my 
family, this is a mosque.’

Do you agree with 
Rumena?
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Seven-year-old Shahzad says: ‘Allah is 

everywhere, but we feel close to him when 

we go to the mosque.’ Where else do some 

people feel close to God? How does this 

feeling show?© RE Today Services



‘Allah’ is the Islamic word for “God”. In the Muslim 

religion, Allah cannot be pictured. This picture 

shows how Muslims use the name of Allah lots. 

They have 99 names for God. I have used a repeater 

pattern.’ Jade is 8. Can you make a work of art to 

show something Muslims believe, following Muslim 

rules (no pictures of Allah or of people)?
© RE Today Services



God is Growing, by Shadan, 
12. ‘My painting is called 
“God is everywhere in the 
world!” I chose to do a world 
and a book on top and that 
book represents the Quran (or 
Bible). The bottom of the 
world represents dirt: the 
thoughts of people that don’t 
have any religion, the 
thoughts of people that don’t 
believe in God. At the top of 
the world there is a light 
(coming from the holy 
writings). Light is growing to 
show that God is growing.’
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Open Your Eyes, Inayah, 15 

‘The number of people in the world who call themselves atheist or agnostic is 850 million. These 

people either do not believe that God exists or are unsure. One of the main reasons that many of 

these people do not believe in God is because they claim to not be able to see any evidence of 

the almighty being. However, the girl in my picture represents these people who do not see any 

evidence of God and her eyes are closed.

It is my belief that people who do not see the evidence of God's work in creation and design of 

the world need to open their eyes wider to see the sheer beauty of the world and the plain 

evidence that God does exist. From the beauty of the stars and the sky and nature to the 

amazing systems such as our own nervous, circulatory and digestive systems, God's remarkable 

skill is displayed everywhere. My painting shows "God" written everywhere and anyone viewing 

the picture can see this very obviously. It is just as obvious, by looking at nature that God is 

everywhere, as is the evidence that he exists. The painting shows that there is evidence of God 

in absolutely everything and all we need to do to see it is to open our eyes wider.’© RE Today Services



This quote from the Qur’an tells you some of the ways 
Muslims think God [Allah] created the universe. It 
connects to Inayah’s ideas in the last picture. How do you 
believe the world came into being? 

‘The very creation of the heavens and the earth are 
signs of His, and the diversity of your languages 
and colour, signs, truly, for all that lives. There 
are signs from Him in the lightning you see, 
inspiring fear and yearning, and in the rain which 
pours from heaven, rousing the dead earth into 
life: signs for people who use their minds. He it is 
who initiates creation, and continually renews it: 
a light task for Him.’

Surah 30, 22-27, extracts, Cragg Translation
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Al Fatihah: What Muslims believe 
The first surah of the Qur’an

‘In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 
Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the 

worlds; 
Most Gracious, Most Merciful; 
Master of the Day of Judgment. 
You do we worship, and Your aid we seek, 
Show us the straight way, 
The way of those on whom You have bestowed Your Grace, 

those whose (portion) is not wrath, and who go not 
astray.’

 Which beliefs of the Muslims do you share?
 Think up four questions to ask about this chapter of 

Muslim holy writing. 
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What did you learn?

• Make up a ten-question quiz about the 
Muslims’ Five Pillars and beliefs about Allah, 
using the information you learned.

• Ask your partner – or your teacher – to get the 
right answers

• Can you answer their quiz too?

This resource is © RE Today and is available to NATRE to share with its members.



With NATRE membership you can get more 
resources like this one plus CPD discounts, 

advice and support and more.

• Go to www.natre.org.uk and sign up online

• Email admin@natre.org.uk or call 0121 458 3313

• to discuss your membership options

This resource is © RE Today and is available to 

NATRE to share with its members.
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