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Secondary pupils deserve to be taught by subject experts
Government inaction means that Religious Education falls short

OFSTED says: “The high proportion of non-specialist
teaching of RE in secondary schools remains a problem. In
around a third of the schools visited, a lack of subject
expertise .
OFSTED Realising the potential published October 2013

”

The Government’s Public Accounts Committee
report (June 2016) called for an urgent review of teacher
training in England and “is also concerned that a growing

number of pupils are taught by teachers without a subject-
relevant post A-level qualification”

rliament.uk/bus ounts-committee/news-parliament.

More than half of have not been trained* to
teach the subject.

55.1% of teachers of RE had no post-A level qualification in
the subject compared with 23.9% of History teachers

More than three times as many (PVEWIAES

History (8.1%) are taught by a teacher who has no relevant
post-A level qualification in the subject.

* Suggests there is a need for more highly
qualified teachers in RE

¢ The lack of subject experts teaching some
subjects is a cause for serious concern

* Demonstrates that there are insufficient
Religious Education subject experts teaching
RE to address the concerns raised by OFSTED
above

*no post-A level qualification in the subject — no degree
nor teaching qualification in RE or a related subject
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Head Count of Teachers in state funded secondary schools

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
B Mathematics 35.2 328 333 33.4 33.7 34.4 34.6 347 35.1
m English 38.8 36.6 37.5 373 37.4 37.6 375 37.9 37.9
= History 16.6 15.8 16.1 16.2 16.5 16.6 16.7 16.9 16.9
W Geography 14.9 14.2 14.7 14.8 15.4 15.8 15.6 15.8 15.7
H Religious Education 16.5 15.4 15.4 15.3 15.4 15.5 14.7 14.6 15.1

The data from the 2019 census suggests that there is an increase
in the number of teachers of RE from 2018. However, a teacher is
included in the ‘headcount’ if they teach only one lesson of a
subject, so this may not be a positive development since it is
likely to mean that more teachers who spend mostof their time
teaching another subject are teaching small amounts of RE.

Percentage of teachers with no post-A level qualification to

teach the subject
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&
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More than twice as many teachers of RE (55.1% ) as History (23.9%) have no post-
A level qualification in the subject. Since 2012, the number of teachers in this
category has decreased for Mathematics, English, History and Geography but not
for RE.
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Percentage of lesson hours taught by those with no post A level qualification n
the subject
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12.9 129 12.9

Mathematics English History Geography

Religious education
18 134 11 143 27.2
129 9.8 8.8 129 242
129 10.5 9.1 13.2 243
129 89 81 114 252

More than three times as many hours of RE (25.2%) as History (8.1%) are taught
by a teacher with no post-A level subject in the subject. In contrast, in the last

three years, there has been a reduction of 33% in the number of lessons of
Mathematics taught by those with no post-A level qualification (from 18% to just

under 13%).
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Given that most main-scale teachers teach around 20 hours per week, This
data suggests that the teaching of KS3 RE is shared amongst far more
teachers than both other Humanities subject and those in the core.
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HOURS TAUGHT PER TEACHER
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KS4 — YEARS 10-11
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At Key Stage 4, provision in different schools will vary between, no provision

at all, core RE, core RE and examination courses and examination courses

alone. The difference in the number of hours taught by each teacher of

HOURS TAUGHT PER TEACHER
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RE/RS at this key stage and those of other subjects in surprising.
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At Key Stage 5, each A level subject would typical receive the same number
of teaching hours.
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