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Q

QUR’AN

What’s it all about? The Islamic Qur’an and the
nature of sacred writing.
What makes a book holy? Why do some books get
the status of scripture? What makes them different
from other texts? Factually, begin with the Qur’an –
which Muslims read, recite and learn by heart in
Arabic, and was first written down nearly 1500 years
ago. Islamic belief says it was given from Allah via
the Angel Jibril, to Prophet Muhammad [PBUH]
through a series of revelations. It is highly respected.
Then take the Christian Bible – two testaments, a
total of 66 smaller books put together over a period
of hundreds of years. It is the world’s bestselling
book – 5 billion copies.
Then note that the Jewish Torah, the 5 books of the
revelation to Moses, is a holy telling of the formation
of the Jewish community from the freed Hebrew
slaves in Egypt, events from about 3400 years ago.
To the Sikhs, Guru Granth Sahib is not just a book –
it is treated as a human guru, never placed on the
floor, even put to bed at night. It contains not just
the teachings of the Ten Gurus, but also of some
wide examples of Hindu and Muslim writers too.

Sacred texts – similar and different, like most
things religious. It’s impossible in a couple of
minutes to introduce them all properly, so do
some research to find out more.
Classroom or homework task: signs of love, symbols of respect.
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Suggested outcomes: students can…
Clip available here:
you have a holy
▪ Give an informed account of two or more sacred texts from
www.bbc.co.uk/
text in the new
different religions
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▪
Give reasons for their views about the idea of revelation in a
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book: do sacred texts become holy because they are revealed,
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Q is for Qur’an
(And some other holy scriptures)
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In the four sections below, can you give four key
facts (using the right words) about holy writings in
the four different religions? The clip will give you
what you need.

Christian

Sikh

Muslim

Hindu

From the 9 signs of
respect in the table on
the previous page,
which ones do you
think show the most
reverence for the holy
words and why?
Answer by making a
list in the box.
Select your top three
or four signs of
respect.

Just imagine (for a moment) that you were starting a religion: would you have a holy text in the new
religion? Why? What would go in it?
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