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Christine and Nathan are chatting at a charity coffee morning held by their local churches
at a nearby café.

Hi Nathan. ’m Christine. | go to the Catholic church just down
the road. I heard that you go to the Baptist church near the park.
I thought it would be fun to talk about our different churches.

Yes, even though we are quite a traditional church, the building is modern, so it
looks quite different from people’s idea of a traditional church. We have colourful
stained-glass windows with pictures from the Bible and stories of some saints
too. There’s a special table at the front called an altar. This is the main focus
during the Mass, where we celebrate Holy Communion. We Catholics believe

that the bread and wine become the real body and blood of Jesus.

In our church you’ll see confessional boxes. We can talk to our priest
privately about times we’ve done something wrong, and he can help
us to say sorry to God and God can forgive us, through the priest.

SRE TOda © Copyright RE Today Services 2024, photocopiable by purchasing institutions
erviCesS m——



EXPLORING RELIGION

AND WORLDVIEWS

Q EXPLORING CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEWS

Comparing churches (continued)

\

EXPLORING LOOKING AT
CASE STUDIES INTERVIEWS

Christine and Nathan are chatting at a charity coffee morning held by their local churches
at a nearby café.

Yes, | think that is a big difference. We pray to the
saints and Mary, Jesus’ mother, to ask them to ask God
to help us. Baptist Christians don’t do this, do they? I
guess | wouldn’t see pictures and statues of saints and
Mary at your church, like we have at St Teilo’s, would I?

Well, I can see how that makes sense, but this is so different
from my church, where babies are baptised all year round. We
think it is important to baptise a baby as soon as possible

to bring them fully into the Catholic community. We have a
baptismal font, not a whole pool. The baby doesn’t go under the
water — they have the water poured on their head by the priest.

I agree! But there are things that I think both
our churches share in common ... even if we
worship differently, these are just different ways
of giving thanks and showing love towards God.
And our churches do whatever they can to help
those in need too. Just as Jesus taught us to do.
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