
Rebecca Walker introduces some 
ways to use the work of Mission 
Aviation Fellowship as a case study 
in Christian mission, teaching key 
concepts and exemplifying global 
Christian community.
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Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) is a 
Christian aviation charity whose fleet of 
135 light aircraft provides access to some 
of the most remote and difficult-to-reach 
communities on earth. 

MAF’s vision, to see ‘isolated people 
physically and spiritually transformed 
in Christ’s name’, revolves around its 
belief that everyone deserves a chance 
to experience Jesus’ love. To achieve this, 
MAF uses aviation and technology to 
assist those who, without its planes and 
personnel, would be unable to receive the 
healthcare, education, spiritual support and 
emergency relief they need.

For over 70 years, MAF has provided  
a solution for people living in poverty  
and isolation.

Because MAF’s pilots and personnel 
believe that every community, however 
remote, should have the basic essentials 
for life, MAF provides a lifeline for poor and 
isolated people in 27 developing countries. 
With flights supporting some 2,000 
organisations, including the BBC, CAFOD, 
Oxfam, Save the Children, Tear Fund and 
Water Aid, MAF is the largest humanitarian 
airline in the world. 

MAF flies into some 1,400 hard-to-access 
destinations – using dirt, grass or mountain 
airstrips. This enables its 2,000 partners 
to reach people who, without our planes, 
would be unreachable. MAF aircraft, 
which provide a vital service that helps 
transform, save and improve lives, bring:

• clean water and food

• medical supplies and equipment

• educational and healthcare teams

• economic and community development

• evangelism, pastoral care and spiritual 
support

• reconciliation and peace-building 
initiatives 

Apart from delivering humanitarian 
personnel, doctors, aid and relief specialists 
and life-saving cargo to areas of suffering 
and deprivation, MAF flights transport the 
ill and injured to hospital and evacuate the 
staff of non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) in the event of political unrest or 
medical emergency. 

Dr Kevin Pondikou of Rumginae Rural 
Hospital, Papua New Guinea, said, ‘Without 
MAF, many women and babies who have 
no access to healthcare would die. MAF has 
saved countless lives.’

MAF’s 1,300 overseas staff support more 
than 1 million people each year.

Flying for life:  
the Mission  
Aviation Fellowship

Why is MAF needed?

The irony is that even in today’s ‘connected 
world’, never have so many people been 
so isolated. Physical isolation remains a 
major cause of poverty worldwide, with 
impenetrable barriers such as: mountains, 
jungles, rivers and ravines; dilapidated 
infrastructure; civil unrest and political 
instability preventing millions of people  
from reaching the outside world. 

At the same time, aid workers, teachers, 
missionaries and medical staff attempting 
to reach impoverished and marginalised 
communities face dangerous and 
gruelling overland journeys that often put 
their valuable supplies, equipment and 
lives at risk. 

To avoid days or weeks of punishing travel, 
MAF planes provide a swift, safe and efficient 
means of multiplying the effectiveness of 
those bringing help, hope and healing to the 
people who need it most. 

How does MAF help?

Disaster relief
MAF’s Disaster Response Team 

responds immediately to natural 
disasters around the world. In 

Mozambique, after Cyclone Idai 
destroyed thousands of lives 

and homes in March 2019, MAF 
conducted survey flights and 
partnered with Mercy Air to 
deliver food and supplies to 

those stranded by flooding. 

Dave Mather, of British Red Cross, 
said, ‘Following a natural disaster, we need to 
get shelter and water experts to the field very 
quickly to make assessments. With MAF, this 
is possible.’ 

Jill Holmes, MAF Country Director for 
Mozambique, said an aerial survey had 
‘literally changed the whole direction of the 
response here in Mozambique. It showed the 

government and aid organisations the larger 
area and people affected, and the more critical 
needs at this time.’

Education
Following a deadly epidemic of the Ebola 
virus, parents in Liberia were reluctant to 
send their children back to the country’s 
overcrowded schools. However, thanks to 
MAF flights, a pioneering initiative run by 
Innovative Education Liberia provided laptops 
and IT training to schools in hard-to-reach 
communities. The laptops are packed with 
resources to improve students’ arithmetic 
grades by 29 per cent in just three days, and 
prepare students for higher education. 

Medical emergency flights
In Papua New Guinea, a country of rugged 
mountain ranges and dense jungles, overland 
travel can not only be arduous, but often costs 
lives. If a person has a medical emergency and 
the nearest hospital is a few days’ walk away, 
or involves an uncomfortable drive on rough 
roads, the likelihood of their receiving help in 
time is often poor. 

A six-mile journey to the 
nearest hospital, which 
could take four minutes 
using an MAF aircraft, 
might take a healthy 
adult at least two days 
on foot.

Safe transport
In Uganda, MAF flights help support some 
1.1 million refugees forced to flee from 
South Sudan as a result of the civil war 
there, its planes enabling aid workers 
and doctors to serve the physical and 
psychological needs of those traumatised 
by their harrowing experiences.

David Freeman, South Sudan Grants and 
Information Officer for Tear Fund, said, ‘The 

roads don’t work in South Sudan, being 
logistically difficult in the dry season due to 
conflict and in the wet season because of mud. 
We have to fly things in everywhere we work 
– nutritional supplements for our children’s 
feeding centre, food and fuel for the generators, 
and staff. MAF is essential for supporting our 
work. We couldn’t do it without them.’

Jacob Danger Brown of Sudan Evangelical 
Mission, South Sudan, said, ‘The roads are 
ruined by rain and robbers can easily hide, 
ready to ambush in the thick forest and 
vegetation. Staff members avoid travelling 
long distances on the roads. Instead they fly 
with MAF.’

Apart from enabling international NGOs 
to reach inaccessible locations, MAF flies 
a huge number of local, less well-known 
organisations whose staff share the same 
language and culture as those they seek to 
help. This emphasis of using national expertise 
extends to MAF staff, 75 per cent of whom are 
from the nation they are working in. 

MAF overseas staff are funded by individual 
supporters, churches, schools, trusts and 
institutions, and together MAF serves people  
of all faiths and none.

Every four minutes, an MAF plane takes off  
or lands, serving people of all faiths and none, 
and saving precious time and precious lives  
in the name of Jesus. 

Rebecca Walker is MAF’s Youth Manager.
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Injured in an argument: MAF provide life saving 
MedEvac services for people who are remote from 
medical care

Class display of MAF investigations Kathryn Taylor's Year 4 pupils created flying 
messages of hope

RE Today have produced these 
resources, while collaborating 
with MAF, and a number of trial 
schools where the lesson ideas 
have been trialled and improved. 
MAF has many excellent stories 
and examples of its work, plus 
lesson ideas written especially for 
RE available free on its website.  
You can download them here:  
www.maf-uk.org/schools
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