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Categorising Christians 
Here are nine Christian voices. Read them and decide which category of Christian they represent, from the 
different types described by Professor Woodhead or Professors Voas and Day on pages 28-29.

I like celebrating Christmas. 
I love the atmosphere of the 
carol service at our local church. 
It connects me to history and 
tradition. The church is an 
important part of the community, 
although I don’t have much to 
do with it the rest of the year. 

Dom

I pray and read the Bible each 
day, asking the Lord to guide me, 
to help me to serve Him better, 
by His Spirit. I try to follow Jesus 
in my everyday life and live a 
holy life. I’m not very good at it, 
but I keep coming back to Him 
for forgiveness, healing and 
strength. My church is my family, 
where I learn and grow in my 
faith, so that I can love and serve 
others in the world around me. 

Roy

Going to church is a regular part 
of my life, although not every 
week. I have good friends there 
and my partner and I join them 
to volunteer at the foodbank the 
church runs. I do pray regularly and 
sometimes read my Bible. It helps 
me to think about how to live, 
although I trust my own reason to 
work things through for myself.

Rachael

I am a Christian. I believe there is 
a God and that Jesus was a great 
teacher. There is a heaven after 
we die, although I think we get 
reincarnated a few times before 
we get there. I can’t remember 
last time I went to church when 
it wasn’t a wedding or Christmas. 
It doesn’t really matter to me. 
Family and friends matter most.  

Tabi

I love music and sing in our local 
church choir. It’s enjoyable and 
we go to the pub after rehearsals. 
To be honest, I started coming 
to church because I wanted my 
children to go to the local church 
primary school, but I stayed for 
the music and the friendship. 
I suppose I do pray when I’m 
really stuck or if someone I know 
is ill. I don’t give God much 
thought the rest of the time. 

Steph 

I was baptised as a baby and so I 
see myself as Church of England. 
It’s in my background but doesn’t 
affect how I live now. I think for 
myself – I don’t follow anyone’s 
rules. Sometimes I read the 
Bible out of interest, but it is not 
exactly top of my list of things 
to do! I don’t really believe in 
God, although I think there is 
probably something more to life 
than just the physical world.  

Dan

I write that my religion is ‘Christian’ 
on surveys and official forms. It 
seems the right thing to do, as 
we live in a Christian country. But 
that’s the limit of my involvement! 
Church is irrelevant in my life. 
God is too. If there is a God! 

Liv

My local church is very active in 
the community, supporting the 
homeless, running toddler groups 
and debt counselling sessions, 
bringing people together. Making 
the world a better, fairer place is 
so important. I try to do my bit, 
and so do end up going to church 
sometimes. I am not a believer in 
God, but I am a believer in justice. 

Kirsty

The world is a living being and 
we are just guests. We need to 
care for the planet, or it will get 
rid of us! I live in harmony with 
the earth. I am a Christian from a 
Christian family, but I don’t like 
the structures of churches – they 
are all about power and rules. I 
can learn for myself from Jesus, 
art, music, yoga and meditation. 
I seek spiritual truth. It’s there for 
anyone. We all find our own paths. 

Willow


