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Religious teachings on how humans 
should treat each other and the Earth
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Some of these texts talk about the responsibility of humans to treat each other with care. 
What do you think they teach people about caring for the Earth and non-human creatures? 

Qur’an 49 The Majestic Quran: A Plain English Translation (trans. Dr M Hussain); Qur’an 17 The Qur’an, trans. Abdel Haleem (OUP 2004)  
© M.A.S. Abdel Haleem 2004, 2005, 2011, 2015. Reproduced with permission of the Licensor through PLSclear.

Guru Granth Sahib extracts translation Dr Sant Singh Khalsa; can be viewed at srigranth.org (select: Read Page-by-Page)

O Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, make me 
strong.

May all beings look on 
me with the eye of a 
friend.

May I look on all beings 
with the eye of a friend.

May we look on one 
another with the eye of 
a friend.

Hindu, Yajur Veda, 36.18

Don’t strip your grapevines clean or 
gather the grapes that fall off the vines. 
Leave them for the poor and for those 
foreigners who live among you. I am 
the LORD your God.

Jewish/Christian, Leviticus 19:10 (CEV)

1 In the beginning, God created the 
sky and the earth …
31 God looked at everything he had 
made, and it was very good.

Jewish/Christian, Genesis 1 (NCV)

God said, ‘Now we will make 
humans, and they will be like 
us. We will let them rule the fish, 
the birds, and all other living 
creatures.’

Jewish/Christian, Genesis 1:26 
(CEV)

The LORD God put the man in the 
Garden of Eden to take care of it 
and look after it.

Jewish/Christian, Genesis 2:15 
(CEV)

May all beings live in safety with hearts full of joy.

Whether weak or strong, great or small, seen or unseen,

far or near, born or to be born,

may all beings be full of joy.

Let none deceive another, or despise any being whatsoever.

Let none by anger or ill will wish harm to another.

Buddhist, the Metta Sutra

People, We created 
you from a male and 
female; then made 
you into different 
races and tribes so 
you may know each 
other. Indeed, the 
most honourable in 
the sight of Allah is 
the most mindful of 
Allah, the Knower, 
the Aware.

Muslim, the Qur’an, 
49.13

One who performs selfless 
service, without thought of 
reward, shall attain his Lord 
and Master. He himself grants 
His Grace; O Nanak, that 
the selfless servant lives the 
Guru’s teachings.

Sikh, Guru Granth Sahib, p. 286

What is hateful to you, do not 
do to your fellow human.

Jewish, Talmud: Shabbat 31a

Do not strut arrogantly about the 
earth: you cannot break it open, 
nor match the mountains in height.

Muslim, the Qur’an 17.34

Men, trees, sacred shrines of pilgrimage, 
banks of sacred rivers, clouds, fields, 
islands, continents, worlds, solar systems, 
and universes; the four sources of creation 
– born of eggs, born of the womb, born 
of the earth and born of sweat; oceans, 
mountains, and all beings – O Nanak, He 
alone knows their condition. O Nanak, 
having created the living beings, He 
cherishes them all. The Creator who created 
the creation, takes care of it as well. He, the 
Creator who formed the world, cares for it.

Sikh, Guru Granth Sahib, p. 467 


