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Christianity and creation: taking it further
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Understanding stewardship:  
the ‘my room’ analogy

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 
the world, and all who live in it. 
Psalm 24:1 (NIV)

This text can be interpreted by Christians to show that 
everything in the world belongs to God.

We can explain this by using the idea of ‘my room’. How 
many times have you heard someone below the age of 
18 saying phrases such as ‘I’m doing homework in my 
room’, ‘Just on my phone in my room’, ‘I’ll go and get it 
from my room’? Yet it is highly unlikely that the room 
actually belongs to that person at all. It may be more 
likely to legally belong to the adults who own the home, 
the landlord, or the bank which owns the mortgage. So 
although you have use of, enjoyment of, and responsibility 
to look after, your room (so you are perfectly within your 
rights to call it ‘my room’), you are not really the owner.

In Christian belief, just as in reality ‘my room’ probably 
belongs to someone else, humans may live on Earth, 
enjoy its riches and feel some ownership of it, even 
though the whole world in reality belongs to God.

• Think of another analogy that shows how something can 
seem to belong to us when it really belongs to others in 
the way that the world, in Christian thought, belongs 
to God. Explain your analogy through words and/or 
artwork.

The pig that wants to be eaten: 
a thought experiment
In Douglas Adams’ book The Restaurant at the End of the 
Universe, the main characters visit a restaurant and meet 
the dish of the day. The dish is an animal who is still alive 
and can hold a conversation. It has been bred to want to 
be eaten and to tell people about this wish. Among other 
ideas, the animal suggests that members of the group 
might choose to have it served as a casserole, to eat its 
liver or part of its shoulder. Whilst one member of the 
group is horrified by the idea of eating an animal that has 
been chatting with them, another feels it’s better than 
eating an animal that has no desire to be consumed.

• Which perspective do you agree with most, and why?
• If you were faced with this situation, would you hold any 

other viewpoints, and why?

Julian Baggini takes this idea further in his book The Pig 
That Wants to be Eaten, introducing

• an animal that has been genetically modified to wish to 
be consumed and can chat about this lifelong dream

• an animal that has been genetically modified to have no 
brain function.

The second animal cannot feel pain or emotion, and has 
no awareness of either itself or its surroundings. Max 
Berger, the main character in Baggini’s book, has differing 
reactions to eating the two animals.

• Should he be more content to eat one than the other, and 
if so why or why not?

Arguments both for and against genetic modification are 
found within the global Christian community.

• To help you decide what a committed Christian might 
say to the above scenarios, research some attitudes. 
You could start here www.christianitytoday.com/
news/2018/august/genetic-engineering-animals-
mosquitoes-christian-views-pew.html

Glossary
• Dominion (noun) – to have control over something. E.g. a ruler has dominion over their country.
• Stewardship (noun) – the way someone manages or takes care of something. E.g. ‘the netball club flourished 

under her stewardship’.
• Anthropocentric (adjective) – seeing humans as central or most significant. E.g. ‘To say humans are more 

important than animals indicates an anthropocentric point of view.’
• Eschatological (adjective) – concerned with the end of the world, connected with theological ideas about 

death, Final Judgment, the afterlife. E.g. ‘The spread of the pandemic encourages some people to have 
eschatological thoughts.’ 


