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Before your students do the estimating activity 
(d) in Resource 5.1 online, you might like to 
choose one or both of these activities, to help 
them with their recall of past learning and 
prepare them for their work analysing the data 
from the Pew Survey.

3D internal/external representation Get students 
to work in groups. One willing member of each group 
should stand with their back against a wall. As a group, 
students should work together to show what it means 
to be a member of a religious worldview. (This should 
not be based on a particular religion – get them to 
focus on religions in general.) They should do this by 
putting sticky notes on the wall, surrounding their 
group volunteer. These notes should contain ideas 
about how someone might show they are a member of 
a religion externally (students should think about how 
people might have particular ways of living, rituals, 
daily practices etc. due to being part of a religion). 

Then students should place sticky notes on the group 
volunteer, showing their ideas about how being a 
member of a religion might affect someone internally 
(considering beliefs, thoughts, emotions, values etc.). 
Take a photo of the result – they will need this later!

2D internal/external representation The students 
work independently. They each select a specific 
religion, either Christianity, Hinduism or Islam, then 
show what it might mean to be a member of that 
religion by sketching the outline of a human, and 
writing inside it how being a member of their chosen 
religion might shape someone internally. Around the 
outside, they write about how being a member of 
that religion might affect someone’s external actions. 
To complete this task they may need to research 
beliefs, ideas, values, life and practices within their 
chosen religion.

After students have completed activities d–h, ask 
them to look back at their 2D and 3D internal/external 
representations – in light of people’s responses from the 
Pew Research Centre’s survey and report, would they 
choose to change anything on these?

Students can do the same after exploring the data on beliefs. 

Representing religion in India
After the activities from the book, get students to look at 
the whole infographic. You might show them additional 
pages from the report itself, as it gives much more 
information. The data gives lots to consider. Among other 
things, see if they have noticed:

• links between religion and culture
• people following teachings of religions they 

do not belong to
• people within one religion holding a range 

of ideas about God
• people clearly seeing themselves as followers 

of particular religions
• people not believing in the teachings of their 

own religion
• people having different opinions about what 

makes someone a member of their religion

They will probably have realised that religion in India is 
not neat and tidy. Lots of people in India are members of 
religions and believe in God, and people can belong to 
the same religion yet have very different ideas about its 
teachings, practices and beliefs. 

Ask students to think about creative ways of helping 
someone who has not seen the report to understand the 
‘feel’ of religion in India without using fact and figures. 
For example, they could produce a piece of music, poetry, 
art or photography to show the overall picture of religion 
in India. Remember to get them to write a paragraph 
explaining how your creative work effectively depicts  
the data.

Additional teaching and learning 
activities for using the infographic 

‘Religion in India: Tolerance and Segregation’, Pew Research Center, Washington, D.C. (29 June 2021) pewrsr.ch/3phXet5


