
663 secondary RE teachers in England and Wales were surveyed in May/June 2019
For more information on the National Association of Teachers of RE please visit: www.natre.org.uk 

In 50% of Academy 
schools without a 

religious character, 
pupils are not receiving 
the Religious Education 

they entitled to at 
Key Stage 4

(16 year olds).  
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In almost 40% of 

community schools 
pupils are not receiving 
the Religious Education 

they are entitled to 
at Key Stage 4 
(16 year olds).  

of schools have had 
parents withdraw 
their children from 
Religious Education.

WHY?

Not wanting to learn about Islam

Our family religion is… so I don’t 
want them studying this

Want them to study a 
different subject

In over 

36% 
of schools, a fifth 
of RE lessons are 

taught by 
teachers of other 

subjects. 

64%
of year 11 students receive 
no RE when RS is optional 

at GCSE.

of schools
have 

declining 
numbers of 
specialist 

RE 
teachers

21% 
of schools teach GCSE 

RS in less than the 
teaching time required to 

cover the syllabus

NATRE SURVEY 2019: 
KEY FINDINGS
Number of schools flouting 
Religious Education rises


