What are Ofsted inspectors saying about Religious Education? – the first 101 reports that mention RE.
This latest publication from NATRE includes all the Ofsted reports published so far that mention RE that we can find. There are 101 of them!
Teachers including middle and senior leaders might find it interesting to discuss some of the points that have emerged so far. These include
that:
1. pupils need to learn subjects in sufficient depth so that they remember what they have learnt
2. rushing content, including in secondaries where there is a two-year key stage 3, sometimes leads to gaps in pupils’ knowledge and
understanding and makes it harder for pupils to comprehend the more advanced GCSE content
3. where RS is an option at key stage 4, those who do not choose GCSE RS must have enough opportunity to study RE
4. all pupils need to follow a broad curriculum which is similar in breadth and ambition to the basic/national curriculum
5. where time for RE and PSHE is contracted into shared provision, this limits pupils’ understanding of both areas
6. planning needs to be sufficiently detailed and sequenced so that pupils develop secure long-term understanding, building on what they
have learnt before
7. visits to places of worship, handling artefacts and receiving visitors, help pupils to remember what they have learnt and deepens
understanding
8. learning in RE helps to underpin the development of respect and tolerance and supports school values and the preparation of pupils for
life in modern Britain
9. where the curriculum is well planned, the interaction between subject content and skills, such as across the Humanities is made explicit
which strengthens learning
10. well-designed assessment allows teachers to plan more accurately and enabling pupils to know and remember more
11. effective training leads to primary teachers having good subject knowledge that they use to help pupils learn more effectively
12. RE makes a valuable contribution to pupil’s personal development and to their understanding of the wider world

Phase

Overall effectiveness

1. Primary

Good

2. Secondary

Requires Improvement

3. Primary

4. Primary

5. Primary

Good

Good

Good

What does the school do well and what does it
need to do better?
Pupils in Year 5 spoke thoughtfully about how the
mix of pupils with different ethnic backgrounds in
the school enriches their religious education.
All pupils study religious education. This
demonstrates the leaders’ commitment to the
school’s values.
The teaching of religious education supports pupils’
personal development well. Pupils learn about other
faiths and the importance of tolerance and respect.
Leaders and governors put pupils’ welfare at the
centre of everything they do. They set high
standards for all pupils. Pupils learn about different
cultures, traditions and religions. In assemblies and
lessons, pupils learn about the importance of
showing respect to everyone. This is underpinned by
the school’s values and ethos.
Pupils learn about other religions and cultures and
understand the need for tolerance and kindness.
Pupils learn history, geography, religious education
and other foundation subjects through a combined
approach which the school calls its ‘creative
curriculum’. The themes of the ‘creative curriculum’
link to books they are studying in English. For
example, in Year 6 pupils learn about ‘love and
conflict’ using Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and

What does the school need
to do to improve?

Date
1–2 October 2019

The curriculum provides
pupils with three years to
study GCSE courses.
Consequently, the time
available for younger pupils
to study some subjects is
limited.

Not a Deep Dive
1-2 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

2-3 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

9-10 October
Not a RE Deep Dive
24-25 September
Not a RE Deep Dive

6. Primary

7. Secondary

Good

Requires Improvement

ancient Greek myths. Pupils learn about a good
range of religions and their traditions. They show a
good understanding of this subject. However, in
geography, history and physical education it is not as
clear how pupils’ learning of specific knowledge and
skills is developed over time. Leaders have identified
these as weaker areas and have started work on
making changes to the way these subjects are
delivered.
The organisation of the curriculum allows pupils to
build on what they have learnt before. Pupils are
able to make links across the subjects. For example,
pupils talk with confidence about history and how
this links to the learning in religious education and
geography
Most teachers are now teaching pupils the subject
content that matters the most, apart from religious
education, which is limited.

17-18 September
Not a Deep Dive

Currently, some pupils in key
stage 3 do not cover subject
content sufficiently well to
be able to draw upon their
learning in the future. This is
because subjects such as
religious education lack
prominence in the
curriculum. Additionally, the
time pupils spend learning
new content is limited in
some subjects as teachers
attempt to teach a broad and
balanced curriculum that is
commensurate with the
national curriculum.

7 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

However, time is limited, and
teachers sometimes gloss
over important learning
points. This leads to gaps in
pupils’ understanding.
Leaders must ensure that
pupils are afforded sufficient
time to learn important
subject content in detail for
as long as possible, including
in religious education.
8. Secondary

9. Primary

Requires Improvement

Good

Parents and carers are overwhelmingly positive
about the school. They value the balance the
curriculum provides between religious and secular
studies.
Pupils learn about different world religions. This
helps them to understand the similarities and
differences between faiths. It also helps pupils to
become understanding and tolerant of others.
Teachers make lessons interesting. Pupils enjoy
learning about other cultures, for example when
handling Sikh artefacts. They debate arguments, for
example ‘for and against’ having rules, with
enthusiasm.
Pupils find out about different cultures when
listening to visiting speakers such as a rabbi.

17-18 September
Not a RE Deep Dive

1-2 October
RE Deep Dive

10. Primary

11. Primary

12. Secondary

Good

Good

Good

13. Primary

Good

14. Primary

Outstanding

The curriculum is not limited to academic subjects.
Staff ensure that there are many opportunities to
learn about different cultures and religions.
Leaders have considered pupils’ personal
development. Pupils have a good understanding of
other cultures and religions.
Most leaders ensure that subjects are planned in a
logical sequence. For example, in Year 7 religious
studies, pupils learn about how communities
develop, through a well-sequenced series of learning
activities. However, in some subjects, such as
geography and design technology, learning is not yet
sequenced as well.
Pupils learn well because, linked to the school’s
agreed policy, teachers plan interesting and creative
topics. They develop positive attitudes to learning.
Following a visit to the church, for example, Year 2
pupils considered why it is a special place for
Christians. They were articulate when asking
questions and giving their views. They explained
why the artefacts they saw are special to some
people, including other pupils in their class, but not
to others.
Leaders have thought carefully about what pupils
should learn in each subject during their time at
school. They have sequenced knowledge and skills
well so that pupils build on what they already know.
This is important because it helps pupils to have a
secure understanding of their learning. The school
provides an excellent quality of education for its
pupils.

23 October
Not a RE Deep Dive
30-31 October
Not a RE Deep Dive
22-23 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

22-23 October
RE Deep Dive

29 September 2019
RE Deep Dive

The development of pupils’ personal, social and
emotional intelligence is a great strength. Pupils
have a range of worthwhile, well-taught activities
and experiences.
15. Primary

16. Primary

17. Primary

Inadequate

Requires Improvement

Outstanding

Pupils understand British values, such as democracy,
fairness and tolerance. However, leaders are not
doing enough to help pupils gain a rich
understanding of different cultures, backgrounds
and religions.

For the other subjects in the curriculum, teachers
have broad plans for what pupils must learn.
However, there is not always enough detail in these
plans to support pupils’ learning. For example, in
history, pupils in Years 3 and 4 learn about explorers
at the time of Francis Drake. However, what is
taught in Year 2 does not prepare pupils well to
study that. The way in which a series of lessons is
planned in geography, religious education, music
and art does not help pupils to build on what they
already know and can do.
Pupils gain secure knowledge and skills across a
wide range of subjects. They talk confidently about
what they know and can do. For example, pupils

The school’s curriculum does
not provide enough
opportunities for pupils to
learn about different faiths,
customs and cultures. The
school must address this so
that pupils have a broader
knowledge and appreciation
of different customs, cultures
and world religions.
The plans for most of the
foundation subjects need to
be more detailed so that they
can be delivered in ways that
build pupils’ secure longterm understanding.

10-11 September
Not a RE Deep Dive

24–25 September
2019
Not a Deep Dive

1-2 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

18. Primary

19. Primary

20. Primary

21. Primary

22. Primary

23. Primary

Good

Good

Requires Improvement

Good

Good

Good

spoke at length about coding, the slave trade and
religious symbols.
Pupils are polite, respectful and caring towards each
other. They know about different faiths and religions
and learn how to be a good citizen.
Pupils’ personal qualities are well developed
through the subjects they learn. For example, in
religious education, pupils learn to respect people
with a variety of religious beliefs.
The older pupils who spoke to us could not
remember having any religious education. They
could not remember the different faiths or religious
beliefs that people may hold. While pupils show
respect to each other, the curriculum is not helping
pupils learn to respect people who are different
from them, including those from other cultures. This
is limiting pupils’ personal development.
Where appropriate, content from one subject is
linked to content from another subject. For
example, when pupils in Year 5 learn about the
Tudors in history lessons, they also learn about
Catholicism in religious education.
Pupils regularly discuss and debate in lessons,
especially in religious education and history.
Pupils are given many opportunities to develop as
caring, thoughtful individuals. For example, pupils
visit places of worship to learn about differing
religions.
Pupils’ work shows that in subjects such as
geography, music and religious education (RE) they

2/10/19
Not a RE Deep Dive
1-2 October
Not a RE Deep Dive
25–26 September
2019
Not a Deep Dive

2-3 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

16–17 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive
Although curriculum planning 25–26 September
builds on previous learning,
2019

are not always given enough opportunities to
practise what they have learned before they move
on to the next topic. As a result, pupils’ knowledge
in these subjects is not as strong.

24. Secondary

25. Primary

26. Primary

Good

Requires Improvement

Good

The minimal time allocated to physical education,
religious education and personal, social and health
education does not encourage healthy lifestyles and
limits pupils’ wider understanding of different faiths
and cultures, and the importance of physical activity

Pupils learn about the major religions of the world
and about life in modern Britain. They discuss
interesting questions, such as whether war is always
wrong. They raise money for charity and, through
activities like Eco warriors, they work towards
making the world a better place.
Teachers know how well pupils are getting on dayto-day. In religious education, mathematics and
reading, leaders get just the right amount and type

the quality is not consistent.
Planning in geography, music
and RE does not always
provide enough
opportunities for pupils to
apply their learning to secure
knowledge. Leaders need to
make sure that all subject
plans provide the
opportunity for pupils to
apply and deepen their
knowledge.
The school does not promote
pupils’ healthy lifestyles and
wider understanding as well
as it could through physical
education, religious
education and personal,
social and health education.
Leaders should review their
provision for these subjects.

Not a Deep Dive

18 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

17–18 September
2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

Teachers assess pupils’
learning day-to-day really
well. However, leaders do

8-9 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

of information. This tells them about the progress
pupils make in these subjects. It also helps teachers
to know what they still need to teach. In addition, it
means that teachers know whether extra teaching
sessions actually help pupils who need to catch up.

27. Primary

Good

28. Primary

Requires Improvement

29. Primary

Good

30. Primary

Good

Pupils enjoy learning about other religions and
cultures. Visiting places of worship and museums
deepens their learning.
Pupils have a good knowledge of world religions.
This is because religious education (R.E) is well
planned and effectively delivered.
Pupils enjoy a wide range of trips, visitors and extracurricular activities, which help to bring the
curriculum to life. Pupils understand and respect
different faiths and cultures and celebrate religious
festivals.
Leaders and staff ensure that pupils are well
prepared for life in modern Britain. Staff plan visits
to places of worship to learn about different
religions and cultures. Pupils told the inspector: ‘We

not make as good use of this
information as they could in
some subjects, such as PE.
They have already made
changes to their assessments
in religious education, and
these have worked well,
allowing teachers to plan
more accurately and enabling
pupils to know and
remember more. Adopting
this successful approach in
other subjects would help to
strengthen the quality of
education across the
curriculum.
2-3 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive
1-2 October 2019
RE Deep Dive
9–10 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

15-16 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

treat everyone as an equal. We may look different
on the outside, but we are all the same inside.’

31. Primary

32. Primary

Requires Improvement

Good

Sometimes, important content is left out, such as in
geography where older pupils have not learned
about human and physical features on maps.
Similarly, in history or religious education, teaching
does not help pupils to remember important
knowledge. This does not help them to be
successful. Nor does it ensure that the most able
pupils are challenged sufficiently.

Pupils engage with many
interesting curricular
activities but, outside of PE
and sport, these are not
sufficiently planned to
promote all aspects of pupils’
personal development. In
particular, leaders should
develop meaningful
opportunities to support
pupils’ spiritual and cultural
development.
Leaders have developed
teachers’ understanding well
about how long- and
medium-term curriculum
plans support pupils’
learning. Leaders have
supplemented existing plans
effectively in nearly all
subjects. More work is still to
do in computing, music and
religious education. Leaders
should ensure that the last
remaining areas of the
curriculum to be enhanced
are planned and

11–12 September
2019
Not a Deep Dive

17–18 September
2019
Not a Deep Dive

implemented as well as the
rest.
33. Primary

Good

34. Primary

Requires Improvement

35. Primary

Requires Improvement

The *** Trust provides ongoing training from
subject specialists. Teachers have good subject
knowledge. They use this to help pupils make links
and build on what they know. This is improving
pupils’ understanding. For example, the religious
education (RE) leader was clear about what she
wanted pupils to learn last year. Pupils recalled
learning that Shabbat is the Jewish day of rest. They
then linked this to recent learning about creation
and God taking the seventh day as a day of rest.
Subject leaders receive specific training. They are
starting to help other teachers to fine tune what
they teach, so pupils achieve the best they can.
Pupils like to have their voices heard. They vote for
junior leadership team members and class
ambassadors and regularly do good deeds. These
include raising money for the local hospice and for
cancer charities. Pupils have visited various places of
worship and learn about different religions.
Across the subjects, planning is not effective
enough. Leaders have not thought through the main
things they want pupils to know and remember.
They have not planned learning in a logical order.
Consequently, pupils do not build on what they
already know. This limits their progress.
Additional Info:
Inspectors considered, in depth, the curriculum
areas of reading, mathematics, religious education

12–13 September
2019
RE Deep Dive

15–16 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

17–18 September
2019
RE Deep Dive

36. Primary

37. Primary

38. Secondary

39. Primary

Requires Improvement

Good

Good

and art. These ‘deep dive’ activities included
discussions with leaders about how they plan the
curriculum to ensure that pupils systematically learn
and remember more; the guidance they give to
teachers; and how they ensure that teachers gain
strong subject knowledge.
Pupils are respectful of cultures and religions
different to their own. They are adamant that
everyone is welcome at their school regardless of
ability, race or religion.
In mathematics, teachers plan to help pupils know
more and to be secure in their basic skills. The ‘Daily
5’ gives pupils lots of practice at remembering their
arithmetic facts. Pupils’ learning in history and
religious education reflects the same thoughtful
precision.
The school’s curriculum contributes strongly to
pupils’ wider personal development. Pupils learn
about other cultures and beliefs in religious
education (RE) and personal, social and health (PSH)
education. Pupils know the similarities and
differences between the major faiths. They know
why it is important to respect the views of others.
Collective worship helps pupils to think about how
they should treat others. Pupils are proud that last
year they raised over £6,000 for charities that they
chose to support.
Pupils appreciate other cultures and religions. Pupils
talked about their visits to a synagogue, a mosque
and a church. These visits helped them understand
more about different faiths.

2-3 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive
2-3 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

11–12 September
2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

25-26 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

40. Primary

41. Primary

42. Secondary

Requires Improvement

Good

Requires Improvement

Teaching in science and religious education (RE)
does not help all pupils to develop good subject
knowledge. Inspectors visited RE lessons where
pupils were making presents for a baby. Pupils did
not understand that the presents they were making
were for the baptism of a baby. They had no
knowledge of baptisms that they could share with
inspectors.
Pupils develop a very good understanding of right
and wrong. They take great pride in their own good
behaviour. Visitors from the local church help pupils
to be reflective. Staff teach pupils to appreciate
other cultures and religions. Staff also teach pupils
that all are equal. Pupils are keen to help others, for
example by organising charitable events.
Pupils achieve well in many subjects. These include
English, history, geography and religious education.

1-2 October
RE Deep Dive

8-9 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

1-2 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

43. Primary

44. Primary

Good

Good

Staff teach pupils about world faiths and different
ways of living. Pupils understand the importance of
tolerance and respect for each other. Consequently,
pupils are well prepared for life in modern Britain.
This is a strength of the school.
Pupils’ wider development is a priority. Pupils have
many opportunities to take on positions of
responsibility, such as road-safety ambassadors.
They also know about a range of religions and
cultures.
Leaders provide pupils with a range of ways to
support their wider education. For example, pupils

24-25 October
RE Deep Dive

22-23 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

visit art galleries and celebrate religious festivals.
Assemblies help the pupils understand how to care
for others. Pupils learn how to be ‘a good person’.
45. Secondary

46. Primary

47. Primary

Good

Requires Improvement

Requires Improvement

In many subjects, teachers know what content to
teach and when to teach it. This is helping pupils to
build on their previous knowledge and to know and
remember more. For example, in English, religious
education, music and science, content is demanding
and teachers make sure that they give pupils the
chance to recall prior learning. In these subjects,
pupils said that teachers explain work clearly and
help them to fill gaps in their knowledge.
Pupils have a good understanding about different
cultures and religions. They learn about healthy
living from an early age. They know what being
British means and the importance of rules.
Pupils share their cultures and religions with others.
They treat each other with respect.

15-16 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

22-23 October
Not a RE Deep Dive
15-16 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

48. Primary

Requires Improvement

The trust has worked with leaders to improve the
curriculum. They have written clear plans for most
subjects. These include what they want pupils to
learn, revisit and remember. Leaders have provided
some training for subject leaders and teachers.
However, leaders have not yet put these plans in
place in all subjects

15-16 October
RE Deep Dive

49. Primary

50. Primary

51. Primary

Good

Good

Good

Teachers are not as highly skilled in teaching other
subjects as they are in teaching reading, writing and
mathematics. Although there are clear and detailed
plans in place for developing all subjects, there is
more work to do. The positive impact of leaders‟
work can be seen in the recent improvements that
have been made in the teaching of geography.
However, improvements in other subjects need time
to settle in. This will help to ensure that pupils‟
learning across the curriculum builds effectively on
what they already know. This includes helping pupils
to know and remember more about the world’s
religions.
In all subjects, leaders have made sure that there is
a sequence of work designed to build on what pupils
already know. However, although pupils enjoy
religious education (RE), at times they struggle to
remember what they have learned from previous
lessons.

Pupils know that Britain is culturally diverse. They
respect the beliefs and traditions of different
religions and have visited various places of worship.

The school makes good
provision for pupils‟ personal
development. However,
more could be done to
develop pupils‟ knowledge
and understanding of the
different religions that exist
within and beyond their
community

1-2 October

Although the RE curriculum is
well developed, its impact on
what pupils know and can
remember is limited by the
way it has been delivered.
Some pupils struggle to recall
things they have learned
because they have not been
taught RE well enough in the
past. Leaders should make
sure that the planned
curriculum is taught in a way
that enables pupils to build
on prior learning.

24–25 September
2019

Not a RE Deep Dive

RE Deep Dive

24-25 September
Not a RE Deep Dive

52. Primary

53. Primary

54. Primary

55. Primary

56. Primary

57. Primary

Good

Requires Improvement

Good

Good

Requires Improvement

Good

Leaders support teachers to know what to teach and
when to teach it across all subjects. This helps pupils
to make sense of their learning as they build on
what they already know. Teachers are better at
sequencing the learning in some subjects. These
include reading, writing, science, physical education
and religious education.
Other aspects of the curriculum vary in quality. In
subjects such as geography and religious education
(RE), learning has not been as strong. Pupils have a
limited knowledge of other religions.
They enjoy learning about other religions and
cultures. They said that it helps them to understand
the people who live around them. Pupils appreciate
that each person is an individual. They recognise
that in some countries, women do not have the
same rights as they do in Britain.
The school promotes understanding of different
faiths and cultures. For example, during the
inspection Diwali was being taught in a Year 4
religious education lesson and it was the focus of
the key stage 2 assembly.
However, their plans do not always help pupils to
remember what they have learned, including pupils
with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND). This is the case, for example, in religious
education (RE), physical education (PE) and science.
Some pupils have not been taught about a range of
cultures and religions different from their own. Plans
are well under way to help develop pupils’
knowledge of this further.

15-16 October
RE Deep Dive

2-3 October
RE Deep Dive
5-6 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

29-30 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

17-18 September
RE Deep Dive

Some pupils’ understanding
of religions and cultures that
are different from their own
is underdeveloped. The

9-10 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

revised personal, social,
health and economic
education curriculum needs
to be fully implemented and
kept under review by leaders
to ensure it is effective.
58. Primary

59. Secondary

60. Primary

Requires Improvement

Good

Good

Work on personal development is a strength of the
school. Pupils learn about how their rights and
responsibilities link together. They enjoy learning
about different religions and cultures. The ‘Carry My
Story’ project has been especially useful in helping
pupils to understand the lives of others. Pupils are
supported to reflect on their feelings and behaviour
Leaders support pupils’ personal development well.
The personal, social and health education (PSHE)
curriculum is well planned and delivered in religious
education (RE) lessons and in tutor time. Leaders
need to check that the delivery of the RE subject
content is not negatively affected by the quantity of
PSHE work during these lessons.

They appreciate differences, including other cultures
and religions. Developing pupils’ personal
development is a clear strength of the school.

9-10 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

A great proportion of the
plans for pupils’ personal
development is currently
delivered in RE lessons.
Leaders need to assure
themselves that pupils have
enough time in RE lessons to
learn about different faiths
and beliefs as well as the
other topics that have been
included in these lessons.

24–25 September
2019
Not a Deep Dive

15-16 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

61. Primary

62. Primary

63. Primary

64. Primary

Requires Improvement

Good

Good

Good

Some children who talked to inspectors had a
limited understanding of different religions.

Pupils understand the school’s values. They are
encouraged to express their own points of view and
they understand the importance of tolerance.
Leaders ensure that pupils learn about different
cultures and religions. While pupils are respectful of
these differences they do not yet have a deep
enough understanding of cultures other than their
own.

Pupils find it difficult to recall
what they have learned.
Some teachers do not revisit
important content in order
that pupils retain it over
time. Leaders should ensure
that teachers use assessment
more effectively to check
pupils’ understanding and to
make sure that pupils
remember the most
important aspects of their
work.
Pupils’ understanding of
different cultures is not as
well developed as leaders
want. Leaders should
continue with their plans to
further develop this. This is
to ensure that pupils are as
prepared as possible for their
future lives in modern
Britain.

They develop a strong understanding of different
religions and cultures through effective religious
education.
In science, RE and music, teachers follow a clear
sequence of lessons. These build pupils’ knowledge
and their skills. Teachers introduce and explain new

8-9 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

9-10 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

22-23 October
Not a RE Deep Dive
Their writing is hampered by
only having a few
opportunities to write at
length. This is particularly the

17–18 September
2019
RE Deep Dive

ideas well. They check on pupils’ work and their
answers, and they spot any mistakes.
Through subjects such as RE, music, history and
science, pupils reflect on other cultures and
countries in the world. They learn about how to
respect other religions and people who are different
to themselves. They learn about different families

65. Primary

66. Primary

Requires Improvement

Good

Other Information: Pupils are keen to learn in each
subject. Science, reading, religious education (RE)
and music are all strong subjects.
Pupils have a good understanding of the school’s
core values. They show respect and tolerance for
others but are unsure about the beliefs of different
religious groups.

The curriculum is well organised in English,
mathematics, science, history and geography.
Thorough planning in these subjects helps teachers
to build on pupils’ prior knowledge and prepare
them for their next steps in learning. The curriculum
is not as well developed in other subjects, but
leaders are in the process of bringing this about.
They have already taken action to plan next year’s

case in other subjects,
including history, science,
geography and RE.

Pupils have a good
understanding of the school’s
own values but lack
understanding about some
British values. Pupils have
some knowledge about
Muslims and Christians but
lack knowledge about the
beliefs of other religious
groups such as Hindus, Jews,
Sikhs and Buddhists.
The sequencing of learning is
not yet developed as
effectively in other subjects.
Subject leaders should
continue to develop the
sequencing of learning and
identification of the key
learning in each year group in
art, design and technology,

11–12 September
2019
Not a Deep Dive

8-9 October

curriculum and train staff in those subjects where
planning is not so advanced.

67. Primary

Good

Leaders have not given equally careful thought to all
subjects. For example, the plans for teaching
religious education do not help pupils learn all that
they should by the time they leave.

68. Primary

Good

Pupils at *** school love the opportunity to learn
and play together. They particularly enjoy learning
about the different religions and nationalities
represented in the school.
Leaders make sure that pupils’ specific needs are
met. Pupils told me they enjoy a wide range of
subjects, trips and activities, including using the
forest school. They value being told about other
religions and cultures and have a good
understanding of the wider world.

69. Primary

Good

religious education,
computing and languages.
Ofsted’s transition
statements have been
applied in this inspection.
Leaders must continue to
1-2 October
examine carefully curriculum
plans in the foundation
Not a RE Deep Dive
subjects. They should identify
the key concepts that pupils
should have stored in longterm memory at each stage
of their journey from the
early years to the end of Year
6. They should identify the
themes and threads in each
subject that make for a wellstructured, cohesive
curriculum.
16-17 October
Not a RE Deep Dive
22-23 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

70. Primary

71. Primary

72. Primary

73. Secondary

74. Primary

75. Primary

Requires Improvement

Good

Good

Good

Good

Requires Improvement

In subjects such as art, history and religious
education, leaders are beginning to develop
curriculum plans that set out what they expect
pupils to learn.
Staff bring the school’s curriculum to life by
arranging visits and trips. They teach pupils about
religions and cultures and help them to appreciate
art and music.
Pupils debate current affairs during assemblies and
in lessons. Teachers help pupils to learn about
different faiths and cultures. Despite this, some
pupils do not know enough about different
lifestyles, religions or places of worship.
Pupils read widely. All pupils carry a reading book
with them. The curriculum includes lessons where
everybody reads, fiction and non-fiction texts,
including the teacher. Pupils read articles about the
different subjects they are learning. This helps to
deepen their learning. For example, pupils told
inspectors that they recently discussed euthanasia in
their religious education lesson after reading an
article about this subject.
Leaders have developed a curriculum that helps
pupils appreciate the world around them. In a
whole-school topic about Africa, pupils enjoyed
finding out about different countries and cultures.
Pupils value differences. They learn about different
religions, including Islam and Hinduism.
Many activities support pupils’ personal
development, both at lunchtime and after school. ...

1-2 October
Not a RE Deep Dive
2-3 October
Not a RE Deep Dive
8-9 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

15-16 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

22-23 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

11-12 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

They visit places of worship and learn about a
variety of religions.
76. Primary

77. Primary

Good

Good

Pupils study a broad
curriculum. However, aspects
of this curriculum are
planned spontaneously
around pupils’ interests. This
means that for some of the
foundation subjects, for
example history, geography
and religious education,
learning is not planned
sequentially to develop
pupils’ knowledge and skills
securely. New learning does
not link or build on previous
learning. Pupils are not easily
recalling what they have
learned as too often it is
covered within a lesson and
then forgotten. School
leaders need to ensure that
the whole curriculum is more
carefully planned to improve
what pupils learn and
remember in the long term.
Leaders’ plans for curriculum
development highlight the
order in which subjects will
be reviewed, the
development of skills within

15-16 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

8-9 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

a subject and a review of the
sequence of learning. Where
this has already been
undertaken, in subjects such
as mathematics, religious
education, science and
physical education, pupils are
making strong progress.
78. Primary

79. Primary

Good

Good

Pupils spoken with in key stage 2 were thoughtful
and reflective about their learning. They were keen
to share their study of different religions and spoke
about how Buddhism taught them that 'you don't
need a lot of things to be happy'. They spoke about
different cultures and beliefs and said that anyone
was welcome at their school.
Reading is central to the school's overarching
curriculum. In key stage 2, teachers choose class
books to help develop aspects of pupils' spiritual,
moral, social and cultural understanding. They teach
this through carefully planned history topics. For
example, pupils learn about the life of Alan Turing,
making connections through their learning in
computing and history. Pupils learn about the
struggles experienced by Jewish children in Poland
at the time of the war.
Leaders also plan opportunities for pupils to learn
about different religions and cultures. Pupils develop
a strong sense of respect for people’s differences,
which are celebrated.

22 October
Not a Deep Dive

8-9 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

80. Primary

Inadequate

Pupils learn about different religions and cultures,
and the world.

24-25 September
Not a RE Deep Dive

81. Primary

82. Primary

83. Primary

Good

Good

Good

Leaders and teachers understand the importance of
developing the curriculum, but the school’s
curriculum is not yet sufficiently well planned and
sequenced in some subjects, such as history, science
and religious education. However, leaders are
already taking the right steps to bring about the
improvements needed.

Leaders support pupils’ personal development. ...
They learn how some religions are similar and how
they are different. Pupils do not have a developed
understanding of other cultures.

Leaders provide time for pupils to be reflective and
alone with their thoughts. The pupil ‘chaplaincy
team’ support other pupils in the school. Pupils learn
about a broad range of world religions and other
cultures. Pupils engage in their local community and
support charities or projects from across the globe

Although the school’s
curriculum is well developed
in reading, writing and
mathematics, it is not
developed well enough in
subjects such as history,
religious education and
science. This leads to gaps in
some pupils’ knowledge.
Leaders need to ensure that
all subjects are well planned
to build pupils’ knowledge
and understanding in
readiness for the next stage
in their learning.
Leaders should ensure that
pupils’ awareness and
knowledge of other cultures
is developed in line with the
high priority given to other
aspects of the curriculum.

15-16 October
RE Deep Dive

8-9 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

22-23 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

84. Primary

Good

85. Secondary

Requires Improvement

86. Primary

87. Secondary

Good

Requires Improvement

Teachers develop pupils’ wider spiritual, social,
moral and cultural understanding well. For example,
they learn about religions such as Hinduism, Islam
and Buddhism.
They know the difference between right and wrong.
They learn about different religions and cultures.
They are well prepared for life in modern Britain.

Through a rich curriculum, leaders aim for all pupils
to be able to ‘learn to manage their lives both now
and in the future’. The school helps prepare pupils
well for life in modern Britain. For example, pupils
enjoy learning about other cultures and exploring
different religions.
Pupils start too many GCSE courses at the beginning
of Year 9. Often, they study their GCSE courses over
three years rather than the recommended two.
Where this occurs, pupils do not have Year 9 as a
preparation year for GCSE. As a result, pupils have
gaps in their knowledge and understanding. This
makes it harder for pupils to comprehend the more
advanced GCSE content. It also limits the
connections pupils make to prior learning. Leaders
have also stopped the practice of pupils

23-24 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

Leaders have not ensured
that pupils study a broad
curriculum in Year 9. Subject
content is often rushed in
Years 7 and 8. Leaders should
ensure that pupils learn a
broad curriculum across key
stage 3 that at least matches
the scope of the national
curriculum.

24-25 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

17-18 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

15–16 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

unnecessarily sitting GCSE exams a year early in
religious education (RE) and citizenship.

88. Primary

89. Secondary

90. Primary

Requires Improvement

Good

Good

Teachers plan together and are clear on what needs
to be taught and when. This helps the pupils
understand the work before moving on to more
challenging work. This needs further development in
subjects such as religious education and computing.

3-4 October

There are opportunities for pupils to learn about
different religions and cultures. In religious
education, pupils learn about Judaism, Islam and
Hinduism.
Pupils make links between other cultures and British
values, for example in religious education. They
understand the need to show respect and tolerance
towards others. The school has not taken pupils to
different places of worship or studied different
religious festivals in depth.

5-6 November

Not a RE Deep Dive

Not a RE Deep Dive
Some subjects are not as well
planned and developed as
others. Subject leaders
should ensure consistency in
planning across a full range
of subjects.  Assessment is
effective in the core subjects.
Formative and summative
assessment of the
foundation subjects is not yet
in place. Leaders need to
implement a consistent
approach to assessments
across the foundation
subjects.

18–19 September
2019
RE Deep Dive

91. Primary

92. Primary

93. Primary

94. Primary

Inadequate

Requires Improvement

Outstanding

Good

Leaders’ ambition for pupils is not high enough, so
pupils do not learn enough. Pupils study the full
range of subjects, but teachers do not consider
deeply what pupils need to learn and when. This
means pupils do not gain as much knowledge as
they should. This includes learning about, and
appreciating, different religions and other cultures.
The planned personal, social, health and economic
education (PSHE) does not support pupils to be
confident, determined and independent in their
learning. Neither does the planned curriculum
provide pupils with a rich knowledge of religion and
other cultures.
Pupils and staff speak confidently about the school’s
values, which include ‘respect’ and ‘kindness’. ...
Pupils have a developing knowledge of other
cultures and religions.
Pupils know how important it is to understand and
respect differences and diversity. Leaders use a very
well-organised range of activities to help pupils
know and remember more about different religions,
cultures and types of families. They make things
clearer when parents do not immediately
understand why some lessons or activities are
important.
The school’s aims of developing ‘culture, character
and career’ are central to the work of staff. Pupils’
understanding about world religions is strong. They
visit the local church and sing at civic events.

 Pupils are not well
prepared for life in modern
Britain. Leaders should
ensure that the curriculum
gives pupils sufficient
understanding and
appreciation of religion and
different cultures.

1-2 November
Not a RE Deep Dive

1-2 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive
25-26 September
Not a RE Deep Dive

9-10 October 2019
Not a RE Deep Dive

95. Secondary

96. Primary

97. Primary

Requires Improvement

Good

Requires Improvement

In key stage 3, pupils have too few opportunities to
learn about some subjects, such as geography,
history, and religious education (RE), in detail. Also,
the range of subjects offered by the school at key
stage 3 is narrow. For example, pupils in Years 7 and
8 do not currently get the chance to study
technology. The curriculum at key stage 3 does not
stay as broad as possible for as long as possible. It is
not as ambitious as the national curriculum.
In key stage 4, pupils can choose to study from a
wide range of subjects. However, older pupils do not
have enough opportunity to study RE. Few pupils
choose to continue to study a modern foreign
language. Leaders have put plans in place to
improve pupils’ enjoyment of this subject so that
more pupils choose this as an option.

Leaders and governors need
to ensure that pupils follow a
broad curriculum which is
similar in breadth and
ambition to the national
curriculum. They should
further improve the
curriculum by increasing the
depth of learning for pupils in
different subjects in key
stage 3. Leaders should also
increase the opportunities
for key stage 4 pupils to
study RE in greater depth.

The curriculum is well planned in physical education
(PE), science, mathematics, religious education (RE)
and computing. The curriculum planning for these
subjects shows exactly what pupils should learn
each term and in each year. Teachers use the
planning to make sure pupils learn what they need
to and develop their learning from one year to the
next.

11 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

25-26 September
Not a RE Deep Dive

Pupils are not achieving as
well as they should in the
foundation subjects. In these
subjects, leaders have not
carefully considered the
content or order of the

24-25 September
2019
RE Deep Dive

curriculum. Curriculum
leaders should therefore
identify what they want
pupils to know and
remember and decide the
order in which this
knowledge will be taught.
98. Primary

99. Secondary

100. Primary

Good

Requires Improvement

Requires Improvement

Outside of lessons, pupils develop their spiritual,
moral, social and cultural understanding in a range
of ways. For example, pupils visit art galleries and
celebrate religious festivals. The ‘forest school’
encourages pupils to keep going when things are
difficult.
Pupils begin their GCSEs in Year 9. Leaders have
reduced the teaching of religious education in key
stage 4. Some subject content is not taught and
pupils have gaps in their knowledge.

The pupils’ books show their developing
understanding of a variety of other religions.

11–12 September
2019
Not a Deep Dive

Pupils in Year 9 do not cover
effectively some subject
content. New content is
either not provided or taught
too superficially. This leads to
gaps in pupils’ knowledge in
some subjects. Some pupils
in key stage 4 have limited
time to study religious
education. Leaders need to
rectify any narrowing of or
omissions in the curriculum.

15 -16 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

8-9 October
Not a RE Deep Dive

101. Primary

Good

In most other subjects, including science, history,
geography, art and physical education, the
curriculum is well planned and organised. However,
religious education (RE) is not planned with such
precision. Information provided for teachers is short
of detail. This, combined with limited training in this
subject, leads to uncertainty about important
knowledge. As a result, pupils do not learn the
knowledge they should.

Planning in most subjects,
including reading,
mathematics and science, is
thorough. However, in RE, it
lacks important detail.
Teachers do not have the
knowledge or the training to
teach this subject well.
Consequently, pupils’
knowledge in RE is not as
strong as it is in other areas
of the curriculum. Leaders
should ensure that the RE
programme of study is
reviewed and revised to give
greater detail about the
knowledge to be taught and
learned. They should also
ensure that teachers are
provided with the training
needed for them to teach RE
knowledgeably and with
confidence.

16-17 October
RE Deep Drive

