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Religion Judaism 

Denomination Orthodox 

Question answered: In what ways do science, belief and religion interact and what difference 
might this make? 

Linked syllabus 
question:  

Is it helpful that scientific advances and discoveries challenge people’s 
beliefs? 
 

Key concepts, 
questions, and 
outcomes:  

Different interpretations of Scripture 
To understand how Jews resolve the apparent conflict between theories 
of evolution and the Creation narratives found in Genesis. 
To have an awareness of the ways that modern advances in medicine 
and other sciences challenged Jews. 

Key teaching points: Science and religions can be considered complementary  
Science and religion answer different questions: Science is the ‘how’ and 
religion is the ‘why’. 
 

Prior knowledge: Torah 
Genesis creation stories 
2 Kings 4: 18-37 Elisha and the Shunammite Woman 
 

 

Core Vocabulary:  

Tradition Bible (in Jewish terms) Shunammite  

Scripture Synagogue Refraction (of light)  

Torah tabernacle covenant  

 

Summary of answers: 

1. Science and religion are compatible. Science tells you the ‘how’ by observing what is in 

the world. Religion is totally different and tells you the ‘why’, the values. 

2. Religion uses science to help identify climate, seasons, festival times, etc. It is also used to 

build different parts of the synagogue and temple (such as the Tabernacle). 

3. There is a lot of science (biology) in the Bible e.g. Elisha and the Shunammite Woman 

(CPR) and Kosher food (being a particular type of animal, fish or bird) 

4. Different prayers are said according to the different food that is about to be consumed 

which links to biology (meat and milk are eaten at different times.) 

5. There are two important things about the Creation story: 1.) God created everything. 2.) 

Sabbath is a day of rest.  

6. The second speaker talks of different types of science and refers to cooking food at home: 

separation of meat and dairy products, killing of animals and ensuring there is no 

suffering. Not too concerned about the science behind things but more concerned with 

following the rules. 

7. Creation: some people believe creation took place over 7 days and others who don’t. As 

far as Orthodox Jews are concerned it says, at the beginning of the Torah, that God 

created the world in 7 days. However, the concept of a day is open to interpretation but 

we absolutely believe that God created the world in 7 days 
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8. Story of Noah’s Ark and the flood that destroyed the world due to human disobedience. 
After the flood, Noah saw the rainbow in the sky. Science has told us about light refraction 
and the creation of rainbows but religion tells us that the rainbow was put there as a 
covenant with God  
 

Next Steps: 

Comparison of different religions and science and origins of the universe 
 
Different interpretations of Scripture and Science 
 
Further work on science and synagogue/temple buildings 
 
Investigation into why people think science and religion are considered opposing rather than 
uniting. 

 


