
Pan-Berkshire SACRE hub Westhill Films 
Real People, Real Faith 

© Pan-Berkshire SACREs 2021 

Religion Judaism 

Denomination Orthodox 

Question answered: What stories are important to you? (KS1 Q2) 

Key concepts, 
questions, and 
outcomes:  

Story, Truth, Festival, God  
Why do symbols and stories play an important role in religions? 
Why do some people follow religious leaders and teachings? 
Retell a range of religious stories and explain how they link to the core 
beliefs and practices.  

Key teaching points: Stories from the book of Exodus and other books from the Bible are used 
by Jewish people as the basis of many festivals. They teach certain values 
and are read frequently in the synagogue  

Prior knowledge: Pupils need to know that many of the stories in the Christian Old 
Testament and the Jewish Torah and other writings are the same. Some 
Jewish people will refer to Jewish writings as the Bible. 

 

Core Vocabulary:  

Jonah Prophet who was sent to Nineveh 
and was swallowed by a big fish 

Judas the 
Maccabee 

Jewish freedom fighter who led 
the people in revolt against the 
oppression of Greek rule (190 – 
160BC) 

Nineveh A city that was an enemy of the 
Israelites 

Chanukah The festival of light that refers to 
the story of Judas and the defeat 
of the Greeks 

David A shepherd, youngest son of Jesse, 
who became King of Israel 

Exodus The story of the people of Israel 
leaving slavery in Egypt and 
becoming a nation 

Goliath A Philistine champion, a giant or a 
man, who was leading the army that 
was fighting Israel 

Ruth A story remembered at the festival 
of Shavuot. A poor foreign woman 
who is treated well and marries a 
rich Jewish landowner 

 

Summary of answers: 

Several stories are referred to by the speakers, both of whom spend some time retelling the tales. 
What is interesting is the interpretations given. The story of Jonah is seen as one of God having 
mercy on a people who were doing wrong things because they didn’t know any better.   The story 
of David and Goliath is described as David getting his own back on Goliath, for doing bad things. 
This takes it out of the context of the war between Israel and the Philistines.  
The second speaker identifies a link in the stories she remembers – the courageous fight that 
many have had to engage in to keep their religion alive, setting the story of Chanukah clearly in a 
time of persecution and oppression.  
She refers to the sweep of the story of Exodus, linking it to a Jewish festival, though she doesn’t 
name the festival.  
The other thread she defines is about treating other people well. The story of Ruth is shown to be 
about caring for the poor by leaving some of the grain harvested in the fields so that they can help 
themselves. She links this tale to the festival of Shavuot, which was originally a harvest festival, 
but which now reminds orthodox Jews to be thankful for the Torah, as it is also linked with the 
giving of the commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai.  
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Next Steps: 

Read some child friendly versions of the stories referred to, putting them in context as far as is 
appropriate for the age group.  
Find out about the Jewish festivals linked to the stories: Jonah is often referred to at Yom Kippur, 
the day of Atonement, traditionally a day for saying sorry for wrong things done. Exodus is linked 
to Passover, the story of Judas Maccabee to Chanukah and the story of Ruth links to Shavuot. 
Think about why these stories have festivals attached to them. Perhaps explore some of the other 
stories linked to Jewish festivals – Purim and the story of Esther for example.  
Discuss or think about why the story of David and Goliath doesn’t have a festival connected with 
it.  

 


