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Religion Christian  

Denomination Catholic 

Question answered: In what ways do science, belief and religion interact and what difference 
might this make? (KS3 Q1) 

Key concepts, 
questions, and 
outcomes:  

Big Bang 
Genesis Creation stories 
Character of God in creation 
How the world was created - science 
Why the world was created – religion 
‘The Language of God’ – President Clinton/science 
Belief and science can co-exist 
priest 

Key teaching points: Science, belief and religion co-exist 
Science and religion have differing views on the questions to be asked 
about the origins of the universe/world. 
Co-existence of religion and science 

Prior knowledge: Story of Creation in Genesis 1 
Other scientific proposals of the origin of the world 
Christian denominations (Catholic) 

 

Core Vocabulary:  

Co-exist Exist at the same time 
or place 

Human genome A sequence or map of 
all the genes that 
make up a human 

complement Something that 
contributes extra 
features to something 
else in such a way as 
to improve or 
emphasize its quality. 

Lay person A person who is not a 
member of a religious 
order or clergy 

stewards A person who 
manages or looks 
after something 

stewardship Management or 
caring for a particular 
item, space or place 

 

Summary of answers:  

First speaker (Priest) says that science and religion can co-exist together as they complement each 
other. We have learnt a lot about the origins of the world in the last 50 years or so but we also 
have the account of God creating the world in seven days at the beginning of Genesis. Priest does 
not believe that God created the world in seven days but says the account speaks to us about the 
character and nature of God: God created the world out of beauty and made us stewards of it. 
The story in Genesis is given as a picture of how God might have created the world; we should not 
take it literally. What is accepted is that God made the world for us (humans) and we (Christian or 
not) have a huge impact on this world in a positive and negative way. We learn about the world 
with the help of Science and we also learn of God’s Creation. 
 
Second speaker starts by acknowledging that she is a catholic and a scientist. As a scientist, she 
looks for evidence and how things can be proven or observed.  As a Catholic, she can see things 
that science cannot explain: why does the universe exist? Why does it exist the way that is exists? 
There is something beyond us that we don’t yet know about or understand. We can’t create what 
we don’t understand. There is a presence greater than us that has created our universe and 
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world. As a Catholic and a scientist, she can see both the scientific and religious argument but 
feels they are complementary: we cannot live as one without the other. As humans we are heart 
mind and soul people. If we try to divide them out we are not whole. 
She goes on to tell the story of a mathematician and physics scientist who was with President 
Clinton when the human genome was announced in the early 2000’s. President Clinton is 
reportedly said that discovery of the human genome is the most important part of Creation we 
have already discovered. He called it ‘The Language of God’. The scientist agreed with him that 
science is the ‘language of God’ thus showing belief and science can co-exist. 

Next Steps: 

Work around ‘the language of God’. 
Complementary or opposing origins of the world in different religions/denominations of a 
religion. 
History of religion, science and the origins of the world (God of the gaps) 

 


