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Religion Christian  

Denomination Catholic 

Question answered: Why might it matter that sacred texts are often open to interpretation? 
(KS3 Q2) 

Key concepts, 
questions, and 
outcomes:  

What are sacred texts? 
If they are so old, why are we still using them? 
Are they still relevant to us today, even though they were potentially 
written thousands of year ago? 
Jesus is a historical figure that we know existed from records. 
Context in which sacred texts were originally written/put together and in 
interpretation today.  
Each person has a subjective opinion on what they hear, even though 
they all listen to the same words. 

Key teaching points: Each religion has its own sacred texts/Scripture 
Each individual has their own subjective way of hearing and interpreting 
words, religious or not. 
Each denomination may have a different interpretation of different parts 
of sacred scripture – this may be one of the reasons for different 
denominations  

Prior knowledge: Christian denominations (Catholic) 
Awareness that religions have special (sacred) writings (texts) that are 
seen as a source of authority. 

 

Core Vocabulary:  

Sacred Texts Writing that is 
venerated for the 
worship of a deity 

Scripture The sacred writings of 
a religion 

Word of God a.) God’s written 
word 

b.) Jesus Christ 
(John’s Gospel 

c.) God speaking 
through 
human 
prophets 

d.) God verbally 
addressing 
humans 

e.) Something 
God has 
decreed 

Interpretation An explanation or way 
of explaining. 

Mass The celebration of the 
Christian Eucharist, 
especially in the 
Roman Catholic 
Church. 
 

Authority of the Bible The doctrine of 
authority can be 
defined as that which 
is to be obeyed. As 
authoritative, 
Scripture reveals God 
and His commands 
and promises. 
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Summary of answers:  

Person One explained that sacred texts tend to be very old, perhaps thousands of years old yet we 
still use them. So why are we still using these ‘dead’ texts? Perhaps the answer is because they 
speak to us and they have meaning. There is evidence that Jesus did live and Jesus used the sacred 
texts to explain about God and to pray. If those texts are still being used today it means that they 
are alive and still speak to us today. We talk about sacred texts being the Word of God. When we 
go to Mass we talk about listening to the Word of God, responding to the Word of God. When we 
hear the words, it is God speaking to us. When we hear the texts we hear different things in them 
and the more we hear them, the more we learn and understand who God is; that God loves us 
and shows us how to live. This shows us they are alive; they are full of new meaning every time 
we use or hear them, especially as each time there is a context that is a little bit different; it is not 
just the same meaning over and over again. That is why the text matters and the interpretation 
matters: the more we delve into them the more God says to us and the more we come to know 
God. 
Priest (person Two): Books are really important but every time you read them, they are the same. 
The words of Scripture are alive which means when we read them they are the words of God 
speaking to us today. St. Paul said that the word of God is alive and active as the scriptures are as 
important to us today as they were over 2000 years ago; it is like a double edged sword that cuts 
through and speaks to us today. In a sense we need to interpret God’s word so that it speaks to us 
and is relevant today. I can read a passage of Scripture today and it will speak to me in a certain 
way. If I put that down and pick it up in 2 weeks’ time, it will speak to me in a slightly different 
way because that is the way that God communicates to us through the Word of God. It is alive and 
active and you cannot contain it – it is God speaking to us on this very day. 
 

Next Steps: 

Look at different versions of the Bible and note differences. Why is this? 
What do other denominations and religions believe about Scripture and God speaking to them? 
Are differences reasons for denominations? 
Consider worldviews – does this have a bearing on what is understood and interpreted? Can 
sacred texts ever be ‘neutral’ in interpretation? 
Who decides if the interpretation is correct? 
Could interpretation be one of the causes of conflict within and between religions? 
 

 


