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Religion Islam 

Denomination Sunni 

Question answered: Why might it matter that sacred texts are open to interpretation? 

Linked syllabus 
question:  

To what extent do religions/secular philosophies help people decide 
what is true and what is right and wrong? 

Key concepts, 
questions, and 
outcomes:  

Truth 
Different interpretations of sacred Scripture 
To understand how Muslims use the Qur’an to help them decide what is 
true, false, right and wrong. 
To know how Muslims use Islamic writings to help them decide what is 
true, right and wrong 
To understand the role of Muslim leaders in helping people to 
understand what is true, right and wrong. 
 

Key teaching points: Different religions have different views on interpretation of Scripture. 
 
Different denominations within a religion is based on different 
interpretations of Scripture. 
 
The way that Scripture is interpreted, along with how they view God, 
determines how someone may live their life. 
 
Interpretation of Scripture is complex 

Prior knowledge: How to ‘read’ a text – interpretation, context, experience, age, culture, 
etc. 
What is considered truth? 
Sacred texts 
 

 

Core Vocabulary:  

Hadith Interpretation Bible Social media 

Qur’an    

 

Summary of answers: 

1. There are the Holy Books and writings that were sent to the prophets. 

2. Islam believes in all Holy Books, not just those relating to Islam. 

3. Many of these holy books and writings were revealed centuries ago, not in our time. 

4. It is hard to understand the messages, rules and laws included in the writings as we are 

not born in that century. 

5. As we move forward towards the twenty-first century with electronic devices and social 

media, people are gaining access to many different interpretations from any of the holy 

books. 

6. People are starting to educate themselves about God’s messages that are being sent 

through these holy books. 

7. We know that these books were not revealed in the English language but they are now 
being translated. These translations are not being critically analysed but the 
interpretations are important as we do not want to make changes to God’s words. 
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8. Because everything is holistic, everyone’s interpretation could be welcomed. 
  

Next Steps: 

Consider the positives and negatives of individual interpretation of sacred Scripture? 
 
Should Scripture be interpreted or taken at face value? Consider different denominations of a 
religion and the different interpretations. 
 
What is truth and who decides what is ‘true’? 
 
Are sacred texts important if they are ‘allowed’ to be interpreted? 
 
How does globalisation affect the interpretation of sacred writings? 
 

 


