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Religion Christianity 

Denomination Baptist 

Question answered: Why might it matter that sacred texts are open to interpretation?  
(KS3 Q2) 

Linked syllabus 
question:  

To what extent do religions/secular philosophies help people decide 
what is true and what is right and wrong? 

Key concepts, 
questions, and 
outcomes:  

Truth, Different interpretations of sacred Scripture 
To understand how Christians use the Bible to help them decide what is 
true, false, right, and wrong. 
Evaluate how far concepts of truth, right and wrong generated by 
different belief systems are used to justify behaviour. 
How Christians use Christian writings to help them decide what is true, 
right, and wrong. 
To understand the role of Christian leaders in helping people to 
understand what is true, right, and wrong. 

Key teaching points: Different religions have different views on interpretation of Scripture. 
Different denominations within a religion are often based on different 
interpretations of Scripture. 
The way that Scripture is interpreted, along with how they view God, 
determines how someone may live their life. 
Interpretation of Scripture is complex 

Prior knowledge: How to ‘read’ a text – interpretation, context, experience, age, culture,  
The construction of the Bible in its current form. 
How Christians understand the nature of God.  

 

Core Vocabulary:  

Interpretation Theology/theologians Denominations Incarnation 

Resurrection Eternal Life The Word  

 

Summary of answers: 

Different interpretations are good as it allows for deeper exploration and an awareness of the 
nature of God. This is despite the fact that different interpretations can be challenging and 
threatening. 
These interpretations allow God to speak in different ways to different people in different 
situations, issues and cultures. If it were too specific to a place or time it would carry less meaning 
today.  
The Words point Christians forward to a deeper understanding of God, as in Christ they became 
flesh and fully human, living a full human experience form birth through to death.  
Within Christianity, there are different interpretations leading to different denominations. This 
can cause conflict and division (hence different denominations within a religion), but the 
fundamentals are still agreed on.  

Next Steps: 

Consider the positives and negatives of individual interpretation of sacred Scripture. 
Should Scripture be interpreted or taken at face value? Consider different denominations of a 
religion and the different interpretations. What is truth and who decides what is ‘true’? 
Consider the different interpretations of sacred scripture. Should this be ‘allowed’ or is there only 
one ‘true’ version? Who would make the decision? 
How does globalisation affect the interpretation of sacred writings? 

 


