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Religion Hindu 

Denomination  

Question answered: Why might it matter that sacred texts are open to interpretation?  
(KS3 Q2) 

Key concepts, 
questions, and 
outcomes:   

Truth, diverse interpretations of sacred Scripture, diverse ways of 
viewing God  
To what extent do religions/secular philosophies help people decide 
what is true and what is right and wrong? 
To understand how Hindu Scriptures and other writings are used by 
different Hindus to decide what is true, false, right and wrong. 
To understand the role of Hindu leaders in helping people to understand 
what is true, right, and wrong. 
Evaluate the sacredness of texts and the impact of divergent 
interpretations. 

Key teaching points: Different religions have different views on interpretation of Scripture. 
Different denominations within a religion is based on different 
interpretations of Scripture. 
The way that Scripture is interpreted, along with how they view God, 
determines how someone may live their life. 

Prior knowledge: Three different ways of viewing God in Hinduism: Non-dualistic view, 
qualified non-dualistic view, pure dualistic view 
What is considered truth? The range of Hindu Sacred texts 

 

Core Vocabulary:  

Sage Non-dualistic Denomination Dualistic 

Attributes Truth Scripture Interpretation 

 

Summary of answers: 

Truth is one but can be interpreted in different ways therefore there are different ways to 
interpret sacred texts. 
In Hindu thinking there are three different ways of believing: non-dualistic, qualified non-dualistic 
and pure dualistic. The way that a person believes (and the different attributes given to the 
different ways of viewing God) is the way that the person will interpret the sacred text and so 
influence the way the person lives life. 
Religion should not be seen as a defined perspective; it is constantly evolving. At its most basic 
level, religion is a set of basic principles that can be applied at any time in any society. The sacred 
text is a moral compass for human spiritual and moral needs and any interpretation should be 
human and not text based. 
Hindu dharma encourages individual and personal interpretations of Scripture/Truth as it is 
important and gives another way of viewing Scripture/Truth. A person makes their own 
interpretation by listening, understanding, experiencing and then internalising their own 
interpretation. 

Next Steps: 

Consider the positives and negatives of individual interpretation of sacred Scripture. 
Should Scripture be interpreted or taken at face value? Consider different denominations of a 
religion and the different interpretations. 
What is truth and who decides what is ‘true’? 
Are sacred texts important if they are ‘allowed’ to be interpreted? 

 


