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Religion Islam 

Denomination Shi’a 

Question answered: In what ways do science, belief and religion interact and what difference 
might this make? 

Key concepts, 
questions, and 
outcomes:  

Different interpretations of Scripture; God of the Gaps 
Religion and science are interdisciplinary. 
Is it helpful that scientific advances and discoveries challenge people’s 
beliefs? 
To understand how Muslims resolve the apparent conflict between 
theories of evolution and the creation. 
To have an awareness of the ways that modern advances in medicine 
and other sciences challenge Muslims.  
Evaluate how far concepts of truth, right, and wrong generated by 
different belief systems, are used to justify behaviour. 

Key teaching points: Science and religions can be considered opposites  
Science and religion can be seen as interdisciplinary 

Prior knowledge: Science originated from religion. Many scientific discoveries and 
education started with religion 

 

Core Vocabulary:  

Tradition Shia Allah Foetal 

Scripture Sunni Qur’an Pre-embryonic 

 

Summary of answers:  

There is no conflict between science and religion. Islam encourages thinking; in the Qur’an there 
are 750 verses that mention think, ponder, deliberate, and meditate. Science reinforces belief. 
Many scientific statements in the Qur’an have been proven, e.g. all creation comes from water: all 
living things have a percentage of water in their make-up. 
All kinds of knowledge are encouraged from an early age. The study of science makes religion 
more interesting. 
Religious Scriptures have topics relating to scientific theories. This empowers the researcher to 
find another level of interpretation in their own Scriptures. 
The Qur’an has a lot about nature and wellbeing that is now being investigated and reinforced by 
science such the relationship between our bodies, mind and environment. 

 

Next Steps: 

Comparison of different scientific and religious views of origins of the universe 
Examine some of the different interpretations of Scripture and Science.  
Explore further the concept of the God of the Gaps. 
Investigate why people think science and religion are considered opposing rather than uniting. 

 


