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Question answered: In what ways do science, belief and religion interact and what difference 
might this make? (KS3 Q1) 

Key Concepts, 
questions, and 
outcomes:  

Diverse interpretations of Scripture, God of the Gaps  
Is it helpful that scientific advances and discoveries challenge people’s 
beliefs? 
To understand how some Jews resolve the apparent conflict between 
theories of evolution and the Creation narratives found in Genesis. 
To have an awareness of the ways that modern advances in medicine 
and other sciences challenge some Jews. 
Evaluate how far concepts of truth, right, and wrong generated by 
different belief systems are used to justify behaviour.  

Key teaching points: Science and religions can be considered opposites.  
Science and religion can be seen as interdisciplinary. 

Prior knowledge: Science originated from religion. Many scientific discoveries and 
education started with religion 

 

Core Vocabulary:  

Tradition Scripture 

 

Summary of answers: 

Different issues require different approaches for different topics. 
Science and religion do not need to be separate; they can offer each other support and ideas. It 
should be a good relationship, but some people find it problematic. 
Individuals all have their own way of believing, e.g. God made the world in seven days. This is a 
personal interpretation as to whether it is a literal meaning or something else. 
God of the gaps: God fills in the knowledge gaps that science cannot yet fill. 
Tradition of science and religions relationship is passed on through Sunday school and parents 
passing on their knowledge to their children. 

 

Next Steps: 

Make a comparison of different scientific and religious views of the origins of the universe. 
Explore a range of different interpretations of Scripture and Science. 
Carry out some further work on God of the Gaps/ 
Investigate why people think science and religion are considered opposing rather than uniting. 

 


