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Question answered: Why might it matter that sacred texts are open to interpretation?  
(KS3 Q2) 

Key concepts, 
questions, and 
outcomes:  

Truth, Different interpretations of sacred Scripture 
To what extent do religions/secular philosophies help people decide 
what is true and what is right and wrong? 
To understand how Jews use the Torah and other Jewish writings to help 
them decide what is true, false, right and wrong. 
To understand the role of Jewish leaders in helping people to understand 
what is true, right and wrong. 

Key teaching points: Different religions have different views on interpretation of Scripture. 
Different denominations within a religion is based on different 
interpretations of Scripture. 
The way that Scripture is interpreted, along with how they view God, 
determines how someone may live their life. 
Interpretation of Scripture is complex 

Prior knowledge: How to ‘read’ a text – interpretation, context, experience, age, culture, 
etc. 
What is considered truth? 
Sacred texts 
Please note that in the film the Rabbi refers to the sacred texts as ‘the 
Bible’ not Tanakh 

 

Core Vocabulary:  

Interpretation Tanakh Commandments  

Shabbat Denominations   

 

Summary of answers: 

Sacred Scripture affects how we behave in the here and now. Consider how interpretation affects 
us in our society, e.g. the definition of work now and when the Scriptures were written. 
Interpretation also affects the practical aspects of living, e.g. because of a particular verse does 
that mean that a woman can or cannot be a religious leader? These different interpretations lead 
to different denominations with different views. It is important to consider context, age, culture, 
etc. It is difficult to apply the 613 commandments literally to life in our society, so we need to 
interpret the scriptures and take them forward into our society today. We should always respect 
different interpretations of Scripture. 

 

Next Steps: 

Consider the positives and negatives of individual interpretation of sacred Scripture. 
Should Scripture be interpreted or taken at face value? Consider different denominations of a 
religion and the different interpretations. 
What is truth and who decides what is ‘true’? 
Are sacred texts important if they are ‘allowed’ to be interpreted? 
How does globalisation affect the interpretation of sacred writings? 

 


