
 

PLYMOU 

 

 

Friday 2nd July 2021 I 9.30 – 15.30 I Online  

Cost: £60 per delegate  
Including a copy of Opening Up Hinduism (Primary) or Examining Religion and Belief 
- Hindus (Secondary) posted to your school 
https://www.plymouthteachingschool.co.uk/events/re-conference-2/  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.30 Welcome from Donna Briggs (Deputy Director) and Katie Freeman (Chair of NATRE) 

9.40 Keynote: Stephen Pett  
               Multi Disciplinary RE Handling big questions in RE: models, methods and metacognition  

We will explore many different types of questions in RE, and how they can be answered in 

different ways. This session will explore how different disciplines can be used to deepen 

pupil understanding, offering practical suggestions about different ways to approach and 

answer some big questions.  

 
10.30  Break  
 
11.00 Workshop Session One  
   

Primary 
Katie Freeman  
Implementing a 
creative RE 
curriculum in the 
EYFS 
In this lesson we will 
look at how to 
implement a creative RE 
curriculum in 
Foundation that 
encourages children to 
develop their subject 
knowledge and Oracy 
skills.  There will be a 
range of ‘take away’ 
activities for teachers to 
use in their own 
classrooms.  The session 
will also focus on 
assessment in 
Foundation. 

Primary 
Fiona Moss 
Teaching about 
and with big 
questions in RE 
This session will look at 
how to encourage 
questions in the RE 
classroom and also 
share ideas of how to 
teach about the big 
questions that religion 
and world views 
address. 

 

Primary 
Stephen Pett 
Getting pupils to 
think hard and 
remember lots 
Practical strategies for 
embedding learning in 
thoughtful and 
engaging ways. 

 

Secondary  
Deborah Weston 
Embedding 
diversity in the 
teaching of Islam 
In this workshop 
Deborah will introduce 
some practical 
approaches to teaching 
about diversity within 
Islam. This will include 
approaches to sources 
of authority, examples 
of rituals and practice, 
and the role of leaders.  

 

Secondary 
Joanne Harris 
Developing 
literacy and 
Oracy in RE 
This session will explore 
ways to embed 
vocabulary and literacy 
skills into RE lessons. 
This will include ideas to 
support Oracy in the 
classroom and how this 
can be used to enhance 
the quality of written 
responses. 

 

 
12.15 Lunch  

 

PLYMOUTH TEACHING SCHOOL ALLIANCE 
SOUTH WEST RE CONFERENCE 

https://www.plymouthteachingschool.co.uk/events/re-conference-2/


13.00 Workshop Session Two  

Primary 
Katie Freeman  
Teaching 
religion, science 
and 
philosophical 
questions 
In this session we will 
look at teaching religion 
and science in upper 
Key Stage 2.  This 
session will include a 
range of creative lesson 
ideas and will also look 
at different Christian 
theological ideas linked 
to science and creation.  
The session will also 
focus on how we can 
encourage children to 
dig deeper into 
concepts by asking deep 
philosophical questions. 

Primary 
Fiona Moss 
Teaching using 
story and sacred 
text 
Most religions and 
worldviews use story 
and sacred texts to 
share values, beliefs 
history and ideas. How 
can we represent these 
stories and texts well 
with pupils? What 
techniques will support 
pupils to understand 
these texts better? 

Primary 
Deborah Weston 
Big concepts in 
Islam through 
story and 
artefacts 
The Islamic traditions 
are a rich source of 
stories that are a 
powerful means of 
developing 
understanding of some 
big concepts. Likewise, 
artefacts commonly 
found in Muslim homes 
can be used by the 
teacher to stimulate 
questions of meaning, 
purpose, and truth. This 
workshop will explore 
the role of each of 
these as tools to 
support RE.  

Secondary  
Stephen Pett 
Exploring non-
religious 
worldviews 
This session will present 
practical ways to 
explore the research 
into the lives and 
thinking of people with 
non-religious 
worldviews, and offer 
ideas for handling 
pupils’ worldviews too. 

Secondary 
Joanne Harris 
Practical ideas 
for teaching 
thinking skills in 
GCSE RS 
This session will explore 
ways to encourage 
pupils to think deeply in 
GCSE Religious Studies. 
This will involve 
practical ideas and 
resources to use in the 
classroom,  including 
how to prepare pupils 
to answer the longer 
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14.30 Break  

14.40 Keynote: Deborah Weston  
 Beyond the Stereotypes 

Deborah Weston trained at Plymouth Marjon University and taught at three Devon schools 

before embarking on a career teaching and advising in East London. During this keynote, she 

will explore the importance and challenges of embracing diversity and moving beyond the 

stereotypes when teaching RE. 

 
15.30 Close  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About the Speakers:  

Keynote Speakers:  

Stephen Pett:   

Stephen is a primary and secondary specialist. Before joining RE Today Stephen was an RE subject 

leader for 14 years, seven of those as an Advanced Skills Teacher. As an AST he was part of a project 

with Oxford University, applying the findings of neuroscience to education. This remains an interest 

as he seeks to apply research to the development of training and resources that support effective 

teaching and learning. 

As an RE Adviser Stephen provides training and consultancy internationally. He is adviser to three 

local authorities, supporting the work of RE through SACRE consultancy and school-focused work. He is Series Editor for RE 

Today’s secondary curriculum books, as well as writing and editing other publications including 'Religious Education: The 

Teacher’s Guide'; 'Talking Pictures' and 'Share a story With'; and 'The Bible: The Big Story'. He led the development and is 

Editor of Understanding Christianity: Text Impact Connections, a major resource supporting teachers in primary and 

secondary classrooms. 

Deborah Weston: 

Deborah Weston is an experienced teacher and trainer who worked in a large inner-city school as 

Director of SMSCD. Deborah is involved in the training of teachers in RE in the primary and 

secondary phases, both in ITE and CPD. She supports classroom practitioners and also advises four 

local authorities on a regular basis. She is the Company Secretary of the Religious Education Council, 

research officer of the national executive of NATRE (the National Association of Teachers of RE) and 

a trustee of the Culham St Gabriel’s Trust. 

Workshop Speakers:  

Katie Freeman: 

Katie has been working with Learn, Teach, Lead RE (LTLRE) leading the Plymouth RE hub since area 

one was first set up and is an SLE with Plymouth Teaching School Alliance. She has worked in both 

community schools and church schools and is often asked to lead CPD both locally and nationally. 

Katie regularly speaks at conferences and has a passion for creative RE that helps pupils to dig 

deeper into concepts. She is Chair of her local SACRE, Chair of NATRE and is part of the Church of 

England’s working party for RE. 

Fiona Moss: 

Fiona is a primary specialist. Before joining RE Today as National RE Adviser she was a primary 
teacher for 15 years and then the RE and SACRE Curriculum Adviser for Leicester City Council. She 
has written and edited a variety of publications designed to support primary RE teachers, including 
Agreed Syllabuses and curriculum resources.  She is the editor of RE Today’s Primary RE series Big 
questions, big answers, edited ‘Inspiring RE’, 'RE Ideas' and 'Opening up RE', has co-written 'Body & 
Soul', a relationship education resource for 9-11 year olds and has edited 'Share a Story with...' for 
4-7 year olds. She was also one of the writers for the Understanding Christianity resource. She 

trains hundreds of teachers each year in schools and through her consultancy service she works with local authorities and 
dioceses across the country and worldwide. Fiona is also the Chief Executive Officer for NATRE, and is well-known in this 
context for her support of local groups of teachers, and her involvement in RE at a national level, lobbying to the 
government to support RE. 
 

Joanne Harris:  

Joanne is Head of RE and Humanities at a secondary school in Preston. Alongside this she is an 

associate consultant and SLE for Lancashire, delivering training on the Agreed Syllabus for local 

primary and secondary teachers. She is also a member of the NATRE steering group and Secondary 

Vice chair. 

 

https://www.retoday.org.uk/consultancy/
https://www.retoday.org.uk/school-support/publications/samples/secondary-curriculum-book/
https://www.retoday.org.uk/school-support/understanding-christianity/
https://www.retoday.org.uk/school-support/understanding-christianity/
https://www.retoday.org.uk/consultancy/
https://www.natre.org.uk/

